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Editorial 


AS NOMINATIONS CLOSED for the 
general election on 7 May, it became 
clear that the various fascist parties 
were fielding only a handful of 
candidates. Despite BNP bluster about 
"punishing Labour" none of them will 
make any impact. Most of the vote 
that the British National Party attracted 
in 2010 has now decamped to the UK 
Independence Party. That party in the 
run-up to the election has been 
haemorrhaging candidates for all sorts 
of misdemeanours, including 
dishonesty, acting on personal grudges 
and racism. 

Of particular interest to Searchlight 
was the exposure of Christopher 
Gillibrand, UKIP candidate for Dwyfor 
Meirionnydd in North Wales, as a vice- 
president of the Traditional Britain 
Group. He remains the UKIP candidate 
but was forced to resign from the 
Traditional Britain Group, which 
accused the journalist responsible of 
attacking Gillibrand “through the 
amateur journalistic device of selective 
quotation and guilt by association”. 
The nature of the group that Gillibrand 
chose to associate with has been made 
abundantly clear in several past issues 
of Searchlight. 

As always, Searchlight has been 
active against the enemies of 
democracy in cooperation with other 
anti-fascists not only in the UK, but 
across the world including Scandinavia, 
Germany, Poland, Ukraine, Russia, 
Hungary and Italy. 

But let us pause for a moment to 
remember our great past editor 
Maurice Ludmer, who died 34 years 
ago this month. | have been pleased to 
be able to work with Paul Mackney, 
Maurice's old comrade and fellow trade 
unionist when both of them were 
executive officers on Birmingham 
Trades Council, until Maurice's 
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untimely death in May 1981. | have 
carried on that tradition by serving on 
the Greek Solidarity Campaign 
management team led by Paul. 

What has been sad has been to find 
many of our long-time comrades and 
some inexperienced young ones 
buying the lies peddled by President 
Vladimir Putin and his followers. Ray 
Hill, Searchlight's famous mole and a 
hero of the anti-fascist movement, 
speaking at Lancaster University was 
verbally abused and nearly assaulted 
by a pro-Putin Ukrainian student. 
There may be some anti-fascists who 
would like to discuss that student's 
political shortcomings with him. 

To insult Ray, who is a legendary 
figure in the struggle against violent 
Nazism both here and in France, is 
pathetic, as is accusing him, at the age 
of 75 and after several heart 
operations, of working for the CIA and 
John Kerry, the US Secretary of State. 
Ray was asked if Kerry was writing 
Searchlight's articles attacking Putin. If 
this student had done his homework 
he would have known that Searchlight 
did some of the best exposés of Gladio, 
the Nato Cold War “Stay Behind” 
operation, which was run along similar 
lines to what Putin and his Nazi 
acolytes are doing today. 

It was a great pleasure at the recent 
Unite Against Fascism annual 
conference to be able to speak about 
Putin's handiwork and to show our 
new five-minute video about the 
paramilitary training of hard-core 
national socialists conducted by one of 
Russia's leading cage and kick boxing 
champions who has the personal 
support of Putin. The video uses hard 
evidence from sources close to Putin 
and his Nazi friends in the UK and 
elsewhere. We showed the video again 
at a packed meeting of students at 
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University College London and it is 
now on our website. 

| view what has befallen the Russian 
people under Putin's regime as a 
tragedy, especially as we celebrate the 
70th anniversary of VE Day on 8 May 
when the Allies, including the Soviet 
Red Army and partisan fighting groups 
behind enemy lines, finally defeated 
the Nazis. We who are old enough 
remember our streets filled with 
hundreds of thousands of people 
carrying not only Britain's flag but the 
Soviet flag and those of our other 
Allies. That victory was shared with the 
people across occupied Europe who 
fought back in the face of firing 
squads, torture and death in the Nazi 
camps. 

In 1984 | travelled to Moscow to 
celebrate the Soviet people's heroic 
stand against Hitler. | did it partly as a 
protest against US President Reagan's 
decision to visit the German war 
graves, including those of the SS 
monsters, to lay a wreath. In Moscow | 
laid a wreath in memory of my late 
father's wartime fellow RAF personnel, 
of whom well over a hundred 
thousand, along with young American 
flyers, lost their lives. Their average age 
was around 22. | also met American 
and Commonwealth veterans and 
some very old Red Army soldiers who 
had been parachuted into 
Czechoslovakia to join British SOE 
heroes and the Czech resistance. Some 
of the Yanks | met were among those 
who had been photographed at the 
meeting on the Elbe when they joined 
up with the Red Army as Berlin was 
falling. 

In late March Putin's henchmen and 
women played host to leading 
latterday Nazis and racists in the hero 
city of St Petersburg which during the 
war resisted Nazis like no other. While 
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they discussed the destruction of 
democracy and the spread of hatred 
and violence, a very brave group of 
Russian anti-fascists protested outside 
and were manhandled and arrested by 
Putin's cops. 

You will see in this issue of 
Searchlight that Putin's interference in 
Britain goes beyond sending his people 
to conduct paramilitary training, and 
extends to sponsoring cells of his 
followers among university academics 
and students. 


Talk is cheap 

In her last major speech before the 
general election campaign the Home 
Secretary Theresa May put forward a 
list of measures to tackle both Islamist 
extremism and Nazi terrorism. The 
wide-ranging proposals included 
several positive ideas as well as some 
less well informed ones. They form the 
basis for how a Conservative majority 
government would deal with 
extremism. 

The big omission is how such 
ambitious plans would be funded. 
Under the coalition government money 
for the Prevent programme has been 
cut repeatedly, the police service has 
suffered savage cuts and yet more are 
planned if the Conservatives are 
returned after the election. Another 
flaw is that, while the community 
representatives whom the Home Office 
consults are people who oppose hate 
crime and extremism, with rare 
exceptions they are “nodding dogs", 
who are not properly informed and 
rarely stand up firmly for their views. 

Reports of the Russian-supported 
Nazi paramilitary training in the UK 
appeared in the national press and on 
the Searchlight website back in 
November. It was not until early March 
that John Mann MP, who chaired the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group Against 
Antisemitism until the dissolution of 
Parliament, put a written question to 
the Home Secretary about it. Ina 
written reply the Under Secretary of 
State to the Home Office repeated the 
Government's position on tackling ISIS 
and Nazis, but did not understand that, 
in stating the training was a matter for 
the police, he was barking up the 
wrong tree. Agents of a foreign power 
operating within our borders are the 
responsibility of the security services 


MI5 and MI6. Let's see whether any 
MP or the mainstream media pick up 
on this. 

Are these Nazis and what they 
preach really dangerous? Well here is 
one current example. In North Wales a 
Nazi screaming a White Power slogan 
attacked an Asian dentist with a knife 
and hammer as he shopped in Tesco's. 
The dentist's life was saved thanks to 
the quick action of fellow shoppers but 
he suffered life changing injuries. In 
this case the police did not hesitate to 
charge him with racially motivated 
attempted murder and give the media 
and local community as much 
information as the law allows. 


No space for Nazis 
It's great to be part of an anti-fascist 
movement that still believes in No 
Platform and putting feet on the streets 
wherever racists, antisemites, 
Islamophobes and other openly Nazi 
groups bring their hate into 
communities. Although the English 
Defence League can no longer bring 
large numbers of supporters to its 
demonstrations, it is still capable of 
holding quite frequent events 
attracting up to 150 Nazis and racists. 

Working with comrades in Hungary 
and Poland, we halted two Nazi 
events. The one in Hungary had been 
held every year since the mid 1980s to 
commemorate SS fighters who fell as 
they retreated with their fellow SS 
butchers from Hungary and other East 
European countries. Closer to home, 
working with Polish comrades, we 
passed on to the authorities details of 
the plan by a Polish Blood and Honour 
band to play in Luton the birth place of 
the EDL with the assistance from UK 
based fellow Polish nazis. Unlike the 
silence from senior police officers in 
London for evidence of Nazi training, 
in Bedfordshire the Chief Constable 
thanked us after acting on our 
information and stopping the Nazi 
event. 

As we go to press we have news that 
a Nazi candidate for Poland's 
presidential election on 10 May is 
visiting the UK and the Irish Republic 
to campaign for the votes of Polish 
citizens living here. Pawel Kukiz is a 
rock singer standing as an independent 
but is known for his Nazi speeches and 
Hitler salutes at rallies. 
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‘Investigation nvestigation 


By Gerry Gable 


JUST OVER A WEEK after the 
assassination of the Russian 
opposition politician Boris Nemtsov in 
Moscow on 27 February, The Sunday 
Times ran two articles. One was a 
news report about the arrest of four 
suspects. They were all Chechens, 
one a deputy to Chechnya's State 
Intelligence Service chief, who is a 
close associate of President Ramzan 
Kadyrov, the man put in place by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
2007 to run the troubled Russian 
republic. 

The second story, by Ben Judah, 
revealed the presence of up to 1,000 
Russian informants in London, who 
brazenly track Russians opposed to 
the Kremlin and target figures in the 
British elite to gather intelligence 
about British plans or to “persuade” 
them into not criticising Russia. These 
informants, who riddle London's 
50,000-strong Russian community, 
are mostly recruited with financial 
incentives, such as payments towards 


Piers Mellor (left) on a Nazi protest at the Greek Embassy 
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the cost of studying in the UK, for 
medical treatment for a relative in 
Russia or by providing funding for a 
business. 

It was timely for Searchlight as we 
were about to reveal the scale of 
organised infiltration of British 
universities — among students and 
academic staff — by right-wing 
extremists who help Putin through 
political choice or coercion. 

Over the past two years we have 
watched the Russian-supported 
international Nazi movement 
Generation Identity grow in the UK 
from three or four people to more 
than fifty. All of them are students 
or graduates and many have 
come here from abroad. They 
operate in more than half a dozen 
universities including some of 
the most illustrious: the London 
School of Economics, Warwick, 
Manchester, King's College 
London and St Andrews, the latter 
noted for its conservatism and 


security service links. 

Our investigation, as so often in 
recent years, started with the 
Traditional Britain Group, its close 
relationship with the London Forum 
(formerly IONA London Forum) and 
both groups’ close ties to some of 
the brightest young National 
Socialists in Generation Identity. 
Through patient analysis we can now 
reliably identify those who are most 
significant in helping Putin's cause. 

We are grateful for the assistance 
of individuals who joined the 
Traditional Britain Group not realising 
it was run not by Conservatives but 
by Nazis and fascists who enjoy the 
support of some wealthy business 
people and links with Nazis and 
haters from all over the world. 

All three of these organisations 
have growing number of students 
and graduates in their ranks including 
some who have attended 
international Nazi events and taken 
part in armed paramilitary training 
carried out in the UK by Russian and 
Polish fascists. 

One person who attracted our 
attention was Anastasia Kayumova, a 
Russian student at the London School 
of Economics. Among her British 
Facebook contacts are the Nazi 
activist and thug Piers Mellor; Kevin 
Scott, a graduate of Newcastle 
University and former British National 
Party regional organiser who now 
runs Civil Liberty; and the Leeds 
University graduate Mark Collett, 
one-time high flyer in the BNP and 
the subject of the TV documentary 
Young, Nazi and Proud which 
exposed him as a ranting young 
Nazi. 

Another person she would have 
met through the Traditional Britain 
Group is Jack Buckby, a one-time 
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Nazi paramilitary Matt Tait 


BNP youth organiser, founder of the 
so-called National Culturists and now 
“outreach officer” for the tiny 
Isamophobic group Liberty GB. 
Others include Bain Dewitt of 
Generation Identity and Matt Tait, a 
violent Nazi who decided to give up 
his place at Surrey University after 11 
months to dedicate his life to 
organising young Nazis and 
involvement in paramilitary training. 
Buckby, Dewitt and Tait all travelled 
to Budapest for an international 
Identitarian conference backed by US 
and Russian far-right extremists. The 
gathering ended in chaos and arrests 
after the Hungarian Government and 
police enforced a ban. 

Kayumova also has a link with an 
active member of the UK 
Independence Party, Jennifer 
Vollsteed, a fellow LSE student who 
is proud of her partial South African 
heritage. 

Turning to Kayumova's overseas 
contacts, the first name that grabbed 
our attention was Manuel 
Ochsenreiter, a contributor to Putin's 
tame TV station, Russia Today. RT 
described him first as a German 
journalist, then as their German 
reporter and then as their expert on 
Syria. In fact Ochsenreiter is the 
editor of the German glossy National 
Socialist magazine Zuerst! (First!). 

Ochsenreiter was one of the 
speakers at the London Forum 


meeting on 17 November 2012, 
where his topic was President Assad 
“our ally”. Ochsenreiter enjoys a 
close relationship with the murderous 
Syrian Assad regime. 

In June last year Ochsenreiter 
addressed a far-right conference in 
Stockholm titled “Identitarian Ideas 
VI". It was hosted by the Swedish 
far-right think-tank Motpol 
(Antithesis) and the Swedish far-right 
periodical Nationell Idag (National 
Today). This time Ochsenreiter's 
subject was Ukraine. Other speakers 
at the conference included the chief 


Jack Buckby (right) with former BNP leader Nick Griffin 


Generation Identity ideologue 
Markus Willinger, John Morgan from 
the Arktos far-right publishing house, 
and Patrik Forsén of the Swedish 
extreme-right Nordisk Ungdom 
(Nordic Youth). 

At the end of September 2014 
Ochsenreiter attended the annual 
“New Horizon” conference in 
Tehran. The conference, organised by 
the Iranian authorities, brought 
together more than 30 participants to 
discuss “the Zionist 9/11 conspiracy” 
and “Israel lobbying” in various 
countries. 

Kayumova has several other 
German contacts, mostly well known 
Nazis associated with the National- 
Democratic Party of Germany (NPD). 

One is Sebastian Maass, a historian 
and author on right-wing subjects 
and contributor to the German 
extreme-right periodicals Junge 
Freiheit (Young Freedom), National- 
Zeitung, and the NPD publication 
Deutsche Stimme (German Voice). 

Sigrid Schiissler writes for Zuerst! 
and is a member of the NPD in Berlin 
and supporter of “Hooligans against 
Salafism". In 2013 she stood as an 
NPD candidate in Bavaria. 

Another NPD contact is Thorsten 
Thomsen, a member of the NPD 
parliamentary group in Saxony 
and writer for the National-Zeitung 
and the Austrian extreme-right 
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Young, Nazi and proud: Mark Collett 


monthly Die Aula. 

Then there is Hannes Schiller, a 
journalist and intellectual much 
concerned with establishing the 
identity of the German national 
community. Schiller advocates a 
Europe “united from Lisbon to 
Vladivostok" and condemns 
“unregulated immigration", the 
“Brussels bureaucracy", the euro and 
lack of sovereignty. In 2004 Schiller 
founded a New Right youth 
magazine called Blaue Narzisse (Blue 
Narcissus) in his home town of 
Chemnitz. 

Karl Richter is another on her list of 


Former BNP North East regional organiser Kevin Scott 
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contacts. Richter, until recently a local 
councillor in Munich for the 
Burgerinitiative Auslanderstopp in 
Minchen (Citizens’ Initiative Stop 
Foreigners in Munich), has done the 
rounds of the German extreme right. 
Starting in the Republican Party (REP) 
as spokesman for its six MEPs elected 
in 1989, he left after falling out with 
its leader Franz Schonhuber and 
helped found the Deutsche Liga fir 
Volk und Heimat (German League for 
People and Homeland), becoming 
editor of its publication Deutsche 
Rundschau. He has contributed to 
several other extreme-right 


UKIP activist Jennifer Vollsteed: proud of her South 
African heritage but strangely unwilling to show her 
face on her Twitter profile 


periodicals and in 2004 joined the 
NPD, becoming editor of Deutsche 
Stimme in 2008, a position he held 
until January 2014. For a time he was 
the darling of the NPD leader Udo 
Voigt and felt so invincible that when 
he took his oath of office in Munich 
city hall on first being elected as an 
NPD councillor, he gave a Hitler 
salute. That act earned him a fine. 

Kayumova's NPD links would have 
given her a line of communication 
with Horst Mahler, a convicted 
former terrorist in the Baader 
Meinhof terrorist gang, who became 
the NPD's lawyer and has 
accumulated several convictions for 
Holocaust denial and incitement of 
hatred. The 79-year-old is currently 
serving a long sentence in a prison 
near Berlin for Holocaust denial and 
banalisation of Nazi war crimes, but 
remains in constant contact with his 
far-right comrades. 

There are many other names on 
Kayumova's list of contacts but we 
have only listed those whose 
extreme-right involvement we have 
been able to establish so far. Others 
may have Nazi connections, such as 
a Greek named Paulos Papadimitriou 
whose Facebook profile picture 
depicts two people on the ground 
with their outstretched bent legs 
forming the shape of a swastika. 

In the wake of Ben Judah's Sunday 
Times article and this investigation 
we suggest it is time for MI5 and 
MI6 take a long hard look at 
Kayumova and her chums. 


Thorsten Thomsen, NPD MP and media spokesman in Saxony 


Sigrid Schiissler, who stood as an NPD candidate in 
Bavaria 
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By Gerry Gable 


AT NOON ON Saturday 11 April under the clock at Victoria 
Station, better known for lovers’ trysts, a group assembled 
who were not lovers but serious haters. It contained leading 
figures from the USA, Canada and Spain, who were joined 
by veteran British Nazis and fascists. 

From Spain came one of the most infamous postwar 
Nazi leaders, Pedro Varela, a man who thrived in his 
country during the Franco years and through his 
relationship with top wartime SS exiled generals, who were 
living in Spain because elsewhere they would have been 
tried for treason and war crimes. 

Although born in 1957, Varela's political roots lie in a unit 
set up by SS leader Heinrich Himmler that went by the name 
of Natinform. Not always as loyal as Hitler thought, by 1944 
Himmler had feelers out to the Allies, through Switzerland, 
in the guise of Allen Dulles, head of the OSS, forerunner of 
the CIA which he was later to lead. At the same time 
Himmler was working hard to set up groups abroad in an 
attempt to secure the future of national socialism. As part of 
this he sent an SS Major to Malm6 in neutral Sweden. The 
Major had been responsible for running the brothels in the 
concentration camp system, under Himmler's control, where 
women and young boys were subjected to disgusting 
violence at the hands of their captors. 

The major's task in Malm6 was to set up Natinform. This 
later morphed into the New European Order and in Spain 
it was known as CEDADE (Spanish Circle of Friends of 
Europe). As well as Franco turning a blind eye to 
CEDADE's activities, the organisation had the support of 
the Spanish Fascist Blue Division generals who had fought 
in the Soviet Union against our ally. 

CEDADE worked with Francois Genoud, a wealthy Swiss 


Pedro Varela on his arrest by Spanish anti-terrorist police 
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lawyer who was made an honorary member of the Nazi 
Party and had been given the publishing rights to the 
literary output of leading German Nazis, including Hitler's 
Mein Kampf. Genoud paid the late Jacques Verges to 
legally represent war criminals including Klaus Barbie, who 
as head of the Gestapo in Lyon in 1942-44 earned the 
soubriquet the butcher of Lyon; Pol Pot's right hand man 
Khieu Samphan, whose Khmer Rouge regime was 
responsible for the deaths of around two million 
Cambodians; the Venezuelan terrorist Carlos the Jackal; and 
terrorists of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. In 2011 Searchlight successfully put pressure on 
the British government not to allow Vergés into the country. 

Activists from CEDADE often appeared in court for 
possession of arms and violent actions and its headquarters 
and bookshop were subject to frequent police raids. Varela 
took over its leadership in the late 1980s when the 
organisation was in decline, but thanks to Varela's constant 
travelling its influence and reputation grew. 

CEDADE was nominally banned in 1993, but remained 
active and safehoused the British Nazi Mark Atkinson 
when he skipped bail while awaiting trial at the Old Bailey 
for running the Racial Volunteer Group. Varela continues to 
tour the world to orchestrate anti-Jewish hate and bring 
together key international figures. 

When Searchlight learned that the IONA London Forum, 
which has renamed itself simply the London Forum, had 
invited Varela to speak, we informed the Home Office as he 
could potentially be banned under European law relating to 
Holocaust denial. We also made representations to the 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police and to Mark 
Rowley, the head of the Counter Terrorism Command SO15. 

Varela's visit comes in the wake of our disclosure that 
British Nazis are undergoing paramilitary training in the UK 
under Russian instruction, but we received no response. A 
Labour MP's question in the House of Commons about the 
paramilitary training received an inept and response from 
the Home Office, despite promises by Theresa May, the 
Home Secretary, to tackle both Islamic State terrorists and 
the Nazis. 

The Jewish community's defence organisation knew 
nothing about what turned out to be the most high-level 
gathering of Holocaust deniers ever held in the UK, so we 
approached the Mail on Sunday, which had taken a brave 
stance over the Stephen Lawrence murder and with which 
we worked many years ago to expose the multi-million 
pound UK business empire of the Italian convicted Nazi 


terrorist Roberto Fiore. The Mai/ on Sunday laid on a team 
of investigative journalists and photographers to go where 
the police and Home Office seemingly feared to tread. 

The 113 participants at the meeting, which took place at 
the Grosvenor Hotel in Victoria, included some of the most 
active Nazis and peddlers of hate in the UK. There was the 
former National Front organiser Martin Webster, the British 
National Party's first ever councillor Derek Beackon, the 
veteran Nazi Richard Edmonds, Frank Walsh, Chris 
Livingston, Bernadette Jaggers, Piers Mellor, Peter Rushton, 
Michéle Renouf, Dr James Thring, Eddy Stampton, Paul 
Ballard and Dr Jim Lewthwaite, who is standing in the 
general election in Bradford for the tiny British Democratic 
Party. Also present was a contingent from the paramilitary 
scene including Matt Tait, Larry Nunn, Arkadiusz Rzepinski 
with another Pole. 

Before Varela spoke, Jez Bedford-Turner, organiser of 
London Forum, denounced the “hideously Jewish BBC". 
According to Varela, Jez had cautioned him before the 
meeting to be careful what he said because of British law. 
This did not stop Varela describing the Jews as “the 
children of darkness" before wittering on about Wagner. 

The biggest applause was for Mark Weber who got a 
standing ovation for speaking of a “global war" against 
Jewish oppression. Weber, 54, is a longtime white 
nationalist and Holocaust denier and currently serves as 
director of the Institute for Historical Review, the California- 
based Holocaust denial outfit founded in 1978. In recent 
years Weber has moved away from pure Holocaust denial 
into more open antisemitism, writing in 2009 that the 
“Holocaust revisionist” projext has been “as much a 
hindrance as a help in fighting “Jewish-Zionist power”. 

Another US speaker was Kevin MacDonald, who took as 
his subject “Psychological Mechnism of White 
Dispossession”. A former psychology professor, MacDonald, 
61, became the most prominent purveyor of academic 
antisemitism in the USA. He has purported to prove that 
Jews are genetically driven to destroy Western societies and 
that antisemitism is a logical reaction to Jewish success in 
societies controlled by other ethnic or racial groups. In 2000 
MacDonald testified for the British Holocaust denier David 
Irving in his failed libel action, which led to his removal from 


Paul Fromm Mark Weber 


Kevin MacDonald 


teaching some courses at California State University. In 2009 
MacDonald moved fully into white nationalist organising 
when he became director of the American Third Position, 
now known as the American Freedom Party. The group, 
originally the brainchild of a group of racist skinheads, claims 
“to represent the unique political interests of White 
Americans”. 

Paul Fromm, from Canada, spoke on “Fighting for free 
speech in a soft tyranny: privileged minorities rule in 
Canadukistan". Fromm, 65, has been active with a series of 
North American racist, antisemitic and openly Nazi groups for 
over 40 years and formed the Canadian Friends of Rhodesia 
in the late 1970s to support the white minority government 
of lan Smith and his Rhodesian Front. In 1990 he spoke at a 
white nationalist event standing in front of a Nazi flag to 
shouts of “Sieg Heil” and “nigger, nigger, nigger, out, out, 
out” while giving a Nazi salute. Last October Fromm 
travelled to Hungary to participate in the failed “future of 
Europe” conference. During his campaign for mayor of 
Mississauga, Ontario, he described himself as “high on hate”. 

Greg Johnson took as his subject “The Eternal 
Conservative Freemasonry”. Johnson is the San Francisco- 
based founder and editor-in-chief of Counter-Currents 
Publishing Ltd, a white nationalist publishing outfit, which 
distributes many racist “classics”. He has written some racist 
tracts of his own, in one of which he wrote: “Now white 
America is a mixture of people from all 
over Europe, slowly being submerged in a 

rising tide of mud". He too is a rabid 
| antisemite, writing about “the leading 
role of the organized Jewish community 
_ in engineering the destruction of 
European peoples”. 

Some of the speakers were intending 
to spend time in the UK before heading 
| off to a series of similar events in 
Scandinavia and the Americas. 

We thank our US colleagues Leonard 
| Zeskind and Devin Burghart of the 
_ Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights for information on the 

four North American speakers. 
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By Sonia Gable 


HOW THE MIGHTY have fallen! Well perhaps “mighty” was 
always an exaggeration, but the downfall of the British 
National Party as an electoral force, and as Britain's leading 
far-right party, is very real. 

As nominations closed for the general election, it emerged 
that the BNP was putting forward only eight candidates in the 
whole of the UK. Simon Darby, the party's spokesman, has 
repeatedly denied that the tiny number of candidates reflected 
a collapse in the party's support and membership, telling the 
BBC that they could have fielded more candidates but took 
the decision not to waste deposits. That is true at least - each 
candidate means an inevitable loss of £500 as none will come 
anywhere near the 5% needed to save a deposit. But it is a 
huge strategic change since 2010 when the party fielded 338 
candidates with the stated aim of presenting itself as a serious 
electoral force and qualifying for party political broadcasts, 
which the party considered essential. 

Slightly more enigmatically, Darby has also referred to 
“keeping our powder dry", telling the Be/fast Telegraph: 

“We feel there are a totally peculiar set of circumstances 
around this election and we are more than likely to be doing 
the same thing again shortly”. In the unlikely event that there 
is another election soon, something that all other parties will 
try their utmost to avoid, the BNP will be swept even further 
to the margins. 

The March 2015 edition of the BNP'’s internal bulletin, 
British Nationalist, set out the party's strategy more precisely, 
combining some realism about the BNP’s chances with huge 
exaggeration of the party's effect and influence. “Our mission 
is twofold," wrote Charlie Wythe, the head of BNP publicity. 
“First, to use our extensive online influence to Punish [sic] 
Labour. The BNP has toppled the entire Rotherham Labour 


A big fist, but the BNP's impact on Labour and anyone else is likely to be a mere pinprick 
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: an exercise in futilit 


Council, we've scalped Labour MPs over their expenses theft, 
and now we're going to cost them the Government. 

“Second, to hone our election machine by contesting a very 
select number of seats. In the current climate it's highly 
unlikely that we stand to make significant electoral gains at a 
national level. The first past the post system does not favour 
US. .w2 
“It's important that we focus on the post election period as 
the so-called alternatives are absorbed in to the system. A 
time when we will stand apart as a party of principle.” 

An indication of the sort of principles the BNP stands for 
might be got from its election graphic — a fist in a boxing 
glove punching Labour leader Ed Miliband's face. Vote BNP: 
the party of violence. 

Another BNP graphic may well cross legal boundaries. 
Under the word “Labour”, with the “o" drawn as a blood 
spot, are the faces of the Moors murderer Myra Hindley and 
Sarah Champion and the caption: “Labour's Rotherham MP 
Sarah Champion and Myra Hindley both looked the other 
way”. 

Elsewhere British Nationalist claims that the BNP’s approach 
to the general election will be “calm and calculated. Rather 
than this being a ‘weakness’, as the media will claim, it is a 
strength. It's a sensible coming of age for the BNP.” 

Turning the truth on its head might work for the few 
members who have stayed loyal to the party through years of 
mismanagement, internal turmoil and purges, culminating in 
the expulsion last year of Nick Griffin who had led the party 
for 15 years, but the real world is not fooled. 

The BNP has no candidate in Burnley, a former stronghold 
where the party was once the official opposition on the 
council. There are none in Oldham, where riots in 2001 
helped spark the BNP's short-lived growth. There is only one 
in Essex: Paul Hooks in Braintree. In 2010 the party fought 16 
of the county's 18 constituencies. The party does slightly 
better on the east side of London with three candidates, 
including Paul Borg in Hornchurch & Upminster and Nicola 
Finch in Old Bexley & Sidcup. 

The third is Tess Culnane in Dagenham and Rainham, a 
choice that suggests some desperation. Although Culnane first 
joined the BNP around 35 years ago, in recent years she has 
been active with the rival and openly Nazi National Front. She 
told the Barking and Dagenham Post: “| left because | wasn't 
happy with Nick Griffin, but it's a new party now, much more 
to my suiting with some very strong policies." What she 
particularly likes about the present BNP she does not say. 

The BNP's other candidates are Cathy Duffy in Charnwood, 
one of just two surviving BNP councillors nationally; Julie Lake 
in Kingswood; Robert West, the BNP's fake vicar, on his home 
turf of Boston & Skegness; and last but not least, party leader 
Adam Walker in Rotherham, who intends to champion the 
cause of “over 2,000 young white girls" who were victims of 
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Eddy Butler (right) at an election hustings in Harlow, pondering his hopeless task as an English Democrat candidate. Next to him is the UKIP candidate Sam Stoppelcamp 


“predatory paedophile gangs of ‘Pakistani heritage’”. That's 
Adam Walker who was given a lifetime teaching ban and a 
suspended sentence after he verbally abused three boys aged 
between 10 and 12, ran his car at them and slashed their 
bicycle tyres with a knife. His protection is the last thing any 
young person would want. 

Walker faces opposition for the far-right vote from the 
English Democrats, whose candidate is also named Walker. 
Surprisingly the EDs have managed to put in nominations for 
32 candidates, including one in Wales. Either the EDs have a 
poor grasp of geography or they wish to reverse the Local 
Government Act 1972, which clarified the administrative 
position of Monmouthshire as fully part of Wales. 

The 32 candidates represent a cost of £16,000 in deposits 
alone, nearly one fifth of the EDs’ annual income of £83,000 
according to its 2013 accounts. The party then had around 
£175,000 of debts. Perhaps its chairman, solicitor Robin 
Tilbrook, requires candidates to pay their own way. 

Tilbrook is standing in Brentwood & Ongar as usual. Dean 
Walker is doubling up, standing in both Rotherham and 
Doncaster Central, surely a glutton for punishment. Eddy 
Butler, who left the BNP after failing to oust Griffin as 
chairman, is contesting Harlow, the same constituency he 
fought for the BNP in 2010. F 

Butler turned up at a hustings meeting on 9 April where he 
sat glumly at one end of the platform next to Sam 
Stoppelcamp of the UK Independence Party. He got a rough 
ride from the audience who reacted with derision when he 
said “we don't need to build any more houses” because “we 
can stop immigration and send some people back home”. 
Unsurprisingly he had much to say on Islam and how “they 
don't respect our values". But he drew laughter during his 
closing speech when, speaking earnestly, he stated “You 
know what is wrong with this country", and a young man in 
the audience shouted, “you”. 


The only other far-right party with more than one candidate 
is the National Front, which can now fight elections again 
after the Electoral Commission ruled which of two rival 
factions was the true NF. It has seven candidates, including 
party leader Kevin Bryan in Rochdale and the veteran Nazi 
Richard Edmonds in Carshalton & Wallington, southwest 
London. Even those seven are a good deal fewer than the 20 
or so that Bryan promised to put forward last year if he won 
the right to use the NF name. 

The British Democratic Party, which the former BNP MEP 
Andrew Brons formed after he failed to unseat Griffin from the 
BNP leadership in 2011, has one candidate: Jim Lewthwaite in 
Bradford East. The BDP was launched early in 2013 after a long 
period of prevarication but has barely moved outside Yorkshire 
and made no impact other than in the confines of the far right. 

Craig Pond is standing as an independent in Stoke North 
but is a former BNP activist and stood for the England First 
Party in Stoke-on-Trent in 2011. In 2010 he applauded the 
perpetrators of an arson attack on a mosque, and has made 
violent threats against democratic politicians and posted vile 
racist remarks on the internet. 

Finally we have Paul Weston standing for Liberty GB in 
Luton South. Weston is a former UKIP activist and election 
candidate who became leader of the late and undistinguished 
British Freedom Party before quitting, saying he was writing a 
book about the current dire state of Britain, which was going 
to take up the majority of his time. While leading the BFP he 
courted the English Defence League, but apparently become 
disillusioned when EDL supporters failed to flock to his party. 

Of the book there has been no sign and Weston clearly 
decided he preferred leading a no-hope party after all. His 
new party matches the BFP both in its vehement 
Islamophobia and its failure to achieve anything at all. 

Electorally the far right has sunk into oblivion, totally 
eclipsed by UKIP. 
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‘World view: Russia | view: Russia 


By Sonia Gable 


PROMINENT FASCISTS from several 
European countries gathered in St 
Petersburg on 22 March to praise 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
condemn the West for supporting 
freedom and democracy in Ukraine. 
Around 150 delegates attended the 
day-long “International Russian 
Conservative Forum" (IRCF), organised 


by the Russian far-right Rodina 
(Motherland) party, representing around 
a dozen far-right groups. The 
conference programme, obtained by 
Searchlight, included many well known 
names, including Nick Griffin, the 
expelled former leader of the British 
National Party, who since then has been 
trying to build a role for himself in the 


Program of "International Russian Conservative Forum" 


March 22, 2015. 
Petrov-Vodkin hall 2nd floor 


9.00 ~ 10.00 Registration of participants of a forum 

10.00 Opening of a forum. Greetings of organizers. 

Lyubomirsky Yury Aleksandrovich. The cochairman of the public organization «Russian National Cult 
Center People's House». Organizer of conference 

Roman Chris, Chainman of the research center «Euro-Russia» (Belgium) 

Sotnichenko Alexander Anatolyevich. Host 

10,30 First plenary session 

1, Remizov Mikhail Vitalyevich “Institute of National Strategy” (Russia) 

2, Fiore Roberto. Chairman of APF, Chairman of the party “New Force” (Italy) 

3, Krylov Konstantin Anatolyevich. Editor-in-chief of the «Nationalism Questions» magazine (Russia) 

4, Jared Taylor, Writer, author of the book "White Identity” (USA) 

5. Vivigt Udo APF the European Parliament deputy from NDPG (Germany) 

6. Georgios Epitideios APF European Parliament deputy (Greece) 

7. Video address to participants of a forum 

12,00-12,10 Break 

1, Siderov Volen. Chairman of the party “Attack”. (Bulgaria). 

2. Svyatenkov Pavel Vyacheslavovich. Political scientist (Russia) 

3. Savin Leonid Viadimirovich. Head of department of the international cooperation of NOD (Russia) 

4, Davidson Yukka. National Independence party (Finland) 

5. Birykoy Fyodor Viadimirovich. Social and patriotic club "Stalingrad" (Russia) 

6, Nathan Smith , TEXNAT (USA) 

7. Address to participants of a forum 

14.00 - 15.00 Lunch 

i. Kholmogorov Egor Stanislavovich. Editor-in-chief of the site "Russian Observer” (Russia) 

2. Olivier Wyssa, APF, Lawyer and Member of the Rhone-Alpes Regional Parliament (France) 

Jim Dowson. APF, “League of Life* (Great Britain) 

Tszen Matvei. Human rights Center "ROD" (Russia) 

Synadinos Eleferios . APF, European Parliament deputy (Greece) 

Zhivoy Alexey Alekseevich. Coordinator of the public organization “Fight for Donbass” (Russia) 

. Bertoni Luks League of Lombardy (Italy) 

B. Pavel Shipilin. "New Russia” (Russia) 

. Video installation of “Euro Russia” 
_16.30-16.45 Break 

1, Roman Chris. Chairman of the research cer Mer E 
2. Shilova Victoria. Movement “Antivoyna™ (1 
Griffin Nick , APP (Great Britain) «British Ur 
4 Sheivapin Nikolay, Olga Linitskaya CSC > (Urals) 
5, Gnerre Orazio Maria. Party Millennium (Italy) 

6. Trushchalov Nikolay « Russian Imperia 
7 Byshok Stanislav Olegovich. Intemational organi 
(Russia) 

& Video 

18.00 End of a forum. 

Vassoyevich Andrey Leonidovich. RIS! 
Resolution. Zazimko Vadim Nikolaevich 

19.00 A solemn dinner for conferees (by invitations) 


Russia» (Belgium) 


tions of "CIS-EMO” 
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international Nazi movement. 

Giving vent to his antisemitism, Griffin 
told Ukraine Today: “We are radical 
nationalists. There is real fascism in 
Europe right now, funded by the USA, 
by Zionist oligarchs and the European 
Union, and it's the death squads in 
Ukraine killing Russians". Putin too has 
referred to supporters of the Ukrainian 
government as fascists. 

Griffin was one of several 
representatives of the fascist umbrella 
organisation, the Alliance for Peace and 
Freedom (APF), which was established 
at the European Parliament in Brussels 
on 4 February 2015. The APF brings 
together Golden Dawn from Greece, 
Forza Nuova from Italy, the National 
Democratic Party of Germany (NPD), 
the Party of the Swedes, National 
Democracy from Spain, Nation from 
Belgium and the Danish Party. 

Like Griffin, Udo Voigt, an NPD MEP, 
spoke out against sanctions against 
Russia over its aggression in Ukraine 
and praised Putin. “It is incredible what 
patience Russia and President Putin 
have shown in the face of Nato's 
aggressive policies,” he said. 

Also under the APF banner were 
Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova, 
and Eleftherios Sinadinos and George 
Epitidios of Golden Dawn. 

A surprising name carrying the APF 
label on the conference programme was 
Jim Dowson, representing “League of 
Life". Dowson built up the BNP’s 
income in the run-up to the 2009 
European election and 2010 general 
election until he had a huge fall out 
with Griffin in autumn 2010 and parted 
company with the BNP, leaving it on the 
verge of bankruptcy. It is believed that 
Griffin and Dowson have been in 
private contact for some time. The two 
of them were holding out the begging 
bowls as usual. 

The Russian nationalists who 
participated included the leader of the 
Rodina party, Alexei Zhuravlev, who is a 
Russian MP and a member of the pro- 


Cossacks in full uniform made their presence felt 


An anti-fascist is arrested 


Putin United Russia Party parliamentary 
group. There were also some Cossacks. 
Many Cossacks, descendants of the 
tsarist-era horsemen who defended 
Russia's borders but also carried out 
terrible pogroms against the Jews, have 
fought alongside the separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. 

The conference programme also listed 
two American racists: Jared Taylor, the 
founder and editor of American 
Renaissance, and Nathan Smith of the 
Texas Nationalist Movement. 

Organisers said the forum was 
intended to strengthen links with right- 
wing groups across Europe and help 
shape a common agenda. “This 
meeting is the first foundation stone 
towards constructing the new world 
that we are obliged to build,” said 
Fyodor Birukov, from the Rodina party. 

The IRCF has been almost a year in 
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the making. The Rodina party first 
planned to hold it on 15 March 2014, 
under the title “Russian National Forum 
against Tolerance”, but following the 
annexation of Crimea and the start of 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the 
organisers decided to postpone the 
conference to 3-4 October (under the 
name “Russian National Forum") and 
then to 7-9 November 2014. Eventually, 
they settled on 22 March 2015 and 
reduced its length to one day — 
apparently because they failed to attract 
all the participants they wanted. It is 
understood that the French National 
Front, Hungary's Jobbik, the Serbian 
Radical Party, Swiss People's Party, 
Scottish National Party, and the 
Freedom Party of Austria were all 
invited but declined. Clearly, even they 
did not want to fraternise with blatant 
fascists and neo-Nazis. 


Roberto Fiore (fourth from right) with Nick Griffin at the foundation of the APF in Brussels 


Anti-fascists demonstrated outside the hotel 


ALLIANCE FOR 


— 


The participants had planned to sign a 
resolution at the conclusion of the 
forum, but the hotel where they were 
meeting was evacuated because of a 
bomb threat and they dispersed. 

Around 40 protesters outside the 
hotel venue held signs denouncing 
Nazis and fascism. “It is scandalous for 
Russia to welcome the heirs of 
Mussolini and Hitler,” said one. Heavy- 
handed policing resulted in eight arrests. 

The conference took place as Russia 
was preparing major celebrations to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the victory 
over Nazi Germany in the Second World 
War. That such a gathering took place 
in St Petersburg is scandalous. During 
Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union, St 
Petersburg, which was then called 
Leningrad, suffered the longest siege of 
the war and millions of civilians died 
from air raids and starvation. 
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World view: Ukraine| view: Ukraine 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


FOR ALMOST TWENTY YEARS of 
Ukraine's independence, the term 
“antifascism” used to have very 
limited currency in the established 
political discourse in Ukraine. Until 
2010, “antifascism" was primarily used 
as a form of self-identification by an 
element of Ukraine's left-wing 
movement, as well as being employed 
by the far-right groupuscules to refer 
to their left-wing opponents. Hence, 
until 2010-2011, “antifascism" 
remained a notion that largely 
belonged to the subcultural sphere of 
the physical and symbolical strife 
between left-wing and far right 
activists. 

Yet when the notion of antifascism 
did enter the mainstream political 
discourse in Ukraine, it immediately 
became extremely problematic. The 
problematic nature of the notion had 
little to do with what “antifascism" 
essentially implied — that is opposition 
to fascism — but resulted from the 
manipulated use of the notion of 
antifascism in the post-Soviet space in 


Russian Nashi supporters rally 
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general and Ukraine in particular. 

The manipulated use of 
“antifascism" has been increasingly 
prominent in Russia since Vladimir 
Putin's second presidential term (2004- 
2008). During the “Orange 
revolution” in Ukraine, when hundreds 
of thousands of Ukrainians protested 
against the fraudulent “victory” of 
pro-Russian politician Viktor 
Yanukovych in the 2004 presidential 
election, pro-Yanukovych media in 
Ukraine and pro-Kremlin media in 
Russia slammed the leaders of the 
largely pro-European “orange” protest 
movement as “orange fascists". To 
oppose the virtual threat of an 
“orange revolution” in Russia itself, 
the Presidential Administration 
launched the Youth Democratic 
Antifascist Movement “Ours” (Nashi). 
The imagery of the movement drew 
extensively on the legacy of the Soviet 
Union: the prevalence of the colour 
red, Soviet-style slogans, and even that 
their official website was registered in 
the .su domain (.su was originally 


assigned to the Soviet Union). 

These events reveal the basic 
argument behind the manipulated use 
of the notions of both fascism and 
antifascism in Russia. Since it is the 
Kremlin's geopolitical belief that 
particular sovereign post-Soviet states 
belong to the Russian sphere of 
influence, Moscow interprets post- 
Soviet sovereign countries’ attempts to 
move away from this sphere as anti- 
Russian actions. As the Kremlin also 
adopts the political cult of the “Victory 
in the Great Patriotic War" seen as the 
struggle between the Soviets and 
fascists, as well as drawing on the 
Soviet legacy of defining fascism as 
anticommunism and equating it with 
anti-Sovietism, Moscow tends to 
interpret the perceived anti-Russian 
sentiment as fascist too. Hence, the 
term “antifascism", in its manipulated 
interpretation, implies an opposition to 
the perceived geopolitical threats that 
Putin's regime allegedly faces. 

It was in a similarly distorted 
interpretation that the notion of 
antifascism entered the mainstream 
Ukrainian political discourse in 2010- 
2011. This development was 
associated with three major events. 
First, at the beginning of 2010 Viktor 
Yanukovych was elected president of 
Ukraine, adopted pro-Russian foreign 
policy and started suppressing political 
opponents. Second, the same year, 
Russian politician and businessman 
Boris Spiegel, who had close ties to the 
Kremlin, founded, in Kyiv, the World 
without Nazism organisation (WWN). 
Third, in 2011, Vadym Kolesnichenko, 
Yanukovych's major ally, launched the 
International Antifascist Front (IAF). 

While both organisations, i.e. the 
WWN and IAF, officially aimed at 
fighting against xenophobia, racism 
and glorification of Nazi crimes, their 
real objectives were different. The 
WWN promoted the Russian version 
of history of the twentieth century, 
advanced Russian foreign policy and 


tried to influence public opinion in 
former Soviet republics. The IAF, in its 
turn, organised protests against the 
political opposition to Yanukovych. 
Originally, the IAF attacked the far 
right Svoboda party, which was critical 
of Yanukovych, but since Svoboda 
strategically sided with the democratic 
opposition, the latter was attacked too. 
Therefore, the protests held by the 
“antifascist” organisation against the 
entire political opposition to 
Yanukovych aimed at discrediting it as 
“fascist”. The IAF adopted this tactic 


Human rights activists and antifascists 
in 12 Russian cities held marches in 
memory of Stanislav Markelov, the 
human rights lawyer, and Anastasia 
Baburova, the Novaya Gazeta 
journalist, who were both murdered 
by a neo-Nazi as they left a press 
conference on 19 January 2009. 

In Moscow the rally brought 


together 500 to 540 people, according 


to the Sova Center for Information 
and Analysis. Participants held banners 
with the inscription “Antifascism is 
ours” and posters saying: “I am Stas 
Markelov" and “lI am Nastya 
Baburova”. The names of other 
antifascists who were victims of hate 
crimes appeared on other banners and 
echoed throughout the crowd. 

Right-wing activists from the 
National Liberation Movement and 
God's Will tried to prevent the march 
and according to police ten of them 
were detained. 

About 200 people came to the 
march in St Petersburg, which began 
on Vasilievsky Island and was held 
with the city's consent for the first 
time. After having previously been 
denied permission to hold the march, 
St Petersburg activists had challenged 
the refusal, taking their case all the 
way to the Supreme Court. There was 
a press conference on the same day 


from the Russian Nashi movement that 
attacked, from “antifascist” positions, 
all the opponents of Putin. 

The activities of the WWN and IAF 
resulted in a conceptual conflict 
between the original definition of 
antifascism as a struggle against racism 
ane right-wing extremism practiced by 
Ukrainian left-wing activists and the 
implicitly manipulated interpretation 
that implied promotion of Russian 
interests in Ukraine. The Ukrainian 
anti-authoritarian left-wing movement, 
due to its political weakness, failed to 
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Marchers in St Petersburg 


on the difficulties of securing 
permission to march. 

Markelov had represented the 
journalist Anna Politkovskaya before 
her assassination in October 2006, 
as well as the families of Chechens 
who had disappeared. Just hours 
before his killing, he had issued a 
statement protesting against the 
early release of a Russian army 
officer who had been convicted in 


defend their interpretation of the 
notion. Especially after pro-Russian 
media and commentators started 
describing the “People's Republics” in 
separatist-held areas of Eastern 
Ukraine as antifascist “states” fighting 
against the “Kyiv fascist junta”, the 
term “antifascism” became completely 
discredited. Today, Ukrainian left-wing 
activists have almost abandoned the 
use of the term in the public discourse 
and tend to talk about the struggle 
against racism, intolerance and political 
terror. 
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2003 for the murder of a Chechen girl. 

Baburova had been researching neo- 
Nazism and race-motivated crimes in 
Russia. 

In 2011 two members of the 
extreme-right Russian National Union 
were convicted for the murders. Nikita 
Tikhonov, the gunman, was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. Yevgenia Khasis 
was declared his accomplice and 
received an 18-year sentence. 
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| Analysing Extremism | Extremism 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


SMALL-SCALE POLITICAL MOVEMENTS are 
continually developing their own literature — such as 
magazines, leaflets and internal bulletins for dedicated 
members. This is true for the extreme right too, and we 
can see a wide range of periodicals, pamphlets and 
websites promoted by various elements of this diverse 
movement. Another regular format for this sort of 
literature is books, and there has been a flurry of these 
related to the history as well as the ongoing aims and 
aspirations of the extreme right, in the past year or so. 
This article offers a survey of some of the recent 
publications — some offered as print books online, 
others also readily available instantly for a few pounds 
as e-books — that have been developed by an eclectic 
range of figures within the extreme right. Along with 
various other features of the extreme right's cultural 
universe — such as conferences — these books can be 
seen as forming a vital component of the ‘cultic milieu’ 
generated by the movement. Before looking at some 
examples, it is worth describing in a bit more detail 
what is meant by the extreme right's ‘cultic milieu’. 


Conceptualising the ‘Cultic Milieu’ 

This useful term for analysing the cultures of marginal 
movements was developed by the sociologist Colin 
Campbell. In the early 1970s, he wrote on this theme in 
a series of essays that focused on how many 
marginalised, sub-cultural and counter-cultural 
movements develop their own inner dynamics and 
workings, which are crucial to their ongoing vitality. 
Campbell's analysis stressed the importance of books, 
magazines and other forms of literature (this was before 
the internet age, of course) for such movements, as this 
print material conveyed a sense of purpose to a wide 
range of more dedicated followers. His analysis also 
stressed how ‘cultic milieus' offered their members a 
range of discourses and that each presented variations 
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distories, Stories and 
Manifestos and the ‘Cultic 
ilieu’ of the Extreme 


on the theme of shining a light on hidden, seemingly- 
profound ‘truths’ that wider society failed to grasp; 
each variation also evoked elements of a mission 
responding to such hidden ‘truths’, while also evoking a 
sense of shared community. 

In terms of analysing the extreme right, the term 
‘cultic milieu’ has also been developed by one of the 
central academic figures examining forms of neo- 
Nazism in America and elsewhere, Jeffrey Kaplan. He 
co-edited a book, published in 2002, called The Cultic 
Milieu: Oppositional Subcultures in an Age of 
Globalization, again examining this theme. The book 
featured several essays on the ways neo-Nazi and racist 
cultures developed variants of the ‘cultic milieu’, 
offering followers a sense of mission, and access to 
ideas that were presented to true believers as hidden 
‘higher truths’ about how the world really worked, but 
were actually often simply antisemitic conspiracy 
theories. 

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke also has been sensitive to 
the mythic and cultic nature of the extreme right, as set 
out in books such as Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric 
Nazism and the Politics of Identity. Moreover, his book 
Hitler's Priestess — a biography of Savitri Devi, the 
Hindu writer who supported the Nazis during the 
Second World War and by the 1960s wrote various 
texts combining Hindu and neo-Nazi themes, and who 
became highly influential on leading neo-Nazis of that 
era — also stresses the way extreme right cultures 
develop around literature offering access to ‘hidden’ or 
‘deeper’ truths of some sort. 

The approach is one echoed in this article too: the 
literature produced by fringe political movements is 
important to analyse, as it plays a central role in how 
followers construct and maintain a sense of belief in 
their political ideals. It offers adherents to a movement 
meaning and purpose, and allows them to connect with 
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a wider, marginalised community, both nationally and 
internationally. Without this steady stream of literature, 
some of which individual followers may agree with, 
others less so, the process of sustaining ongoing belief 
in the vitality of the movement becomes very difficult. 
With this theme in mind, what follows here is a 
survey of some of the recent books that have been 
published by various figures in the movement. Their 
different takes on framing the nature of the cause 
reveal the wide range of viewpoints and positions, and 
also the way British cultures are infused with influences 
from Europe and America. Some do this by focusing on 
the history of British fascism in a sympatric manner; 
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others promote the ideas of European post-war 
intellectuals who have opposed liberal and multicultural 
societies such as those connected with the Nouvelle 
Droite, or New Right; others are political manifestos, 
such as the current offering by Markus Willinger. 


Heroisation and the memory of Colin Jordan 
One of the roles played by the cultures that are 
developed by any political movement is the 
identification of heroes: inspiring figures from the past 
that offer a guide for developing action in the present. 
Just as the Labour Party will highlight inspirational 
figures of an earlier era, such as Nye Bevan, or the 
Conservatives will idealise Margaret Thatcher (or even 
Enoch Powell), so too with the extreme right. One 
recent book that develops a new, typically 
hagiographic, life story of a past ‘hero’ is Steven L. 
Frost's 'Twas a Good Fight: The Life of Colin Jordan. 
Coming in at 336 pages, and based on notes for an 
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Colin Jordan (centre) surrounded by his National Socialist supporters outside Marylebone Magistrates’ Court in 1963. They include Francoise Dior, niece of Christian Dior, to 
whom Jordan was briefly married. She left him a month after their honeymoon, disillusioned with his leadership qualities 


autobiography that Colin Jordan did not write before 
his death in 2009, the biography is notable for offering 
a comprehensive survey of the life of one of Britain's 
leading neo-Nazis of the post-war period. It makes for a 
genuinely interesting read, for those ‘inside’ and 
‘outside’ the movement — though for very different 
reasons. For extreme right activists, it operates as a 
detailed introduction to Jordan's life, and is supposed to 
be inspiring; for those ‘outside’ the movement it offers 
a classic example of neo-Nazi hero worship. 

Presented as a studious biography, the book is full of 
analysis of Jordan's various political endeavours over the 
years. After telling the story of Jordan's childhood, it 
assesses his time at Cambridge University, where he 
developed a nationalist organisation; explores his 
activism in the League of Empire Loyalists and the 
White Defence League in the 1950s; examines his 
central role in the National Socialist Movement and the 
British Movement in the 1960s and 1970s;, and 
discusses his last years writing the extremist bulletin 
Gothic Ripples. Frost, who is himself the current leading 
figure of the newest incarnation of the British 
Movement, barely has a critical word to say throughout 
the detailed history he has compiled of Jordan's 
activism. The book also operates very clearly as a 
biography endorsing Jordan's extreme rejection of 
multicultural Britain, and his promotion of the most 
extreme forms of Nazism, and street activism. 
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The explicit point here is to connect the past with the 
present, and use Jordan's life story to send out a 
rousing message. Frost stresses this in his concluding 
remarks. As he puts the role of his account of Jordan's 
life for inspiring new followers: 

While his [Colin Jordan's] mortal remains were 
gone from the world, his ideas, writings and 
speeches have continued to fascinate and inform 
a new generation of political activists. ‘CJ' may 
have passed away, but his spirit lives on. 

Whether Frost will have much success here is more 
open to question, though some within the marginal 
neo-Nazi movement do still develop openly pro-Hitler 
campaigns: National Action is a clear example of this 
ongoing interest in open neo-Nazism among a younger 
generation. 

Frost has clearly put a lot of effort into the book, 
which shows a considerable level of endeavour in its bid 
to compile a detailed life story of Britain's most active 
and uncompromising neo-Nazi of the post-war era. 
Moreover, the tenor throughout the book of this being 
a product of Frost's passion and personal dedication to 
Jordan only adds to its quality of memorialising a 
legendary figure, showing a high level of dedication, 
and even hero worship, emanating from Frost himself. 


Histories and ‘factions’ of past eras 
There is far more to the extreme right than just 


iconoclastic neo-Nazis such as Colin Jordan. Moreover, 
while biography is one genre that develops a selective 
understanding of the past to develop the mythologies 
of the extreme right, we can find other examples of the 
past being selectively recalled, through a rather 
idealised lens. Another book from late 2014 is Hugh 
McNeile and Rob Black's The History of the League of 
Empire Loyalists and Candour, which does offer its 
readers what its title promises. As with Frost's biography 
of Colin Jordan, this book is only ever supportive of the 
ideas of A. K. Chesterton, his magazine, Candour, and 
the activities of the League of Empire Loyalists in the 
1950s and 1960s. It also praises Chesterton's role in the 
mid 1960s in merging together the dwindling group 
with various others — such as the 1960s variant of the 
British National Party - into the National Front in 1967. 

The book itself is based on a series of essays by Hugh 
McNeile first published in Candour, printed in the early 
1980s after Chesterton's death. These essays have been 
expanded upon more recently by Rob Black to create 
the final product. McNeile and Black's quite readable 
prose gives an accessible account of the League, while 
the book is also littered with photos. All of this helps 
the contemporary reader connect with the various 
historical episodes being recounted, which often revel in 
the absurdity of the League's notorious stunts. We see 
images of some of these, such as delivering a ten-foot 
wooden spoon to Downing Street in 1956, to protest 
against Anthony Eden meeting with Khrushchev. As the 
book explains, this was ‘a reference to the adage that 
he who sups with the Devil must have a long spoon’. 

Such humour has a more sinister edge to it too. 
Elsewhere, images and text both reveal the racist 
qualities of the League's activities, staunchly opposed to 
non-white immigration to the United Kingdom, and the 
growing political voice of Commonwealth migrants. For 
example, the book tells of how the League of Empire 
Loyalists developed confrontations with groups 
campaigning for the civil rights of non-white people in 
1950s Britain, such as the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom. It even reproduces a cartoon from the 
League's magazine, Candour, depicting black activists 
from the Movement for Colonial Freedom in deeply 
negative manner. None of this is presented as anything 
other than perfectly sensible fair comment. So, although 
it is far from a raging manifesto, the promotion of white 
identities, and endorsement of the League's antagonism 
towards non-white immigration of the era, are clearly 
praised throughout the text. 

While helping to normalise prejudices for followers, 
for historians of the extreme right who are ‘outside’ the 
movement there are some curious details here too. 
These include comments on how Colin Jordan pleaded 
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with Doris Chesterton to be allowed to join the National 
Front when it was first set up in 1967, yet was kept out 
because of his openly Nazi profile. Moreover, as with 
Frost's biography of Colin Jordan, readers of the book 
are encouraged to identify with the tenacious activism 
of a ‘hero’ of yesteryear: A. K. Chesterton himself. As 
the book's Postscript stresses: 
It is in the spirit of A.K.'s thought that, despite 
many vicissitudes and tribulations, a vanguard of 
Britons still continue to fight today for Britain's 
survival as a nation. 

Indeed, to a degree this is correct as Candour still 
stumbles on despite Chesterton's death in 1972. The 
March 2015 edition (number 858) is being advertised 
on the A. K. Chesterton Trust's website at the time of 
writing. 

The history of extreme right activism in the 1950s and 
1960s era has also been given a more clearly fictional 
interpretation by one of the real stalwarts of the British 
extreme right, John Bean. His new novella, Blood in the 
Square: Love, Life and Political Conflict in Sixties 
Britain, sets out a fictitious nationalist group of the 
early 1960s, called the National Action Movement, and 
gravitates around the activities of its General Secretary, 
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Victor Blackwood. The role played by this fictional party 
is an echo of the British National Party of the era (not 
to be confused with the British National Party founded 
by John Tyndall in 1982). The narrative gravitates 
around setting out how this fictional fringe party in the 
1960s sought to create a profile and activism, though 
distinct from the openly neo-Nazi figures of the era, 
such as Colin Jordan. Blurring the fictional with the real, 
Jordan himself does enter into the narrative, though is a 
much-criticised figure, presented as someone whose 
Hitler-loving profile only damages the patriotic 
messages of Blackwood's ostensibly moderate and 
sensible National Action Movement. 

The book plays with the issue of the damaging impact 
that openly neo-Nazi groups have had on the 
‘nationalist’ movement more generally, and so on one 
level it acts as a cautionary tale. The novella also has a 
level of idealisation of street violence and confrontation, 
presenting anti-fascists of the era, such as the 62 
Group, particularly negatively — which is, perhaps, not 
too surprising. Much of the story revolves around 
documenting semi-fictionalised encounters, presenting 
in a positive light the hard nationalist, but not openly 
neo-Nazi, politics of the fictional group. The book does 
have a clear propagandistic element to it too, and it is 
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worth noting that Bean, now aged 87, is a seasoned 
author of nationalist materials. For example, he served 
as editor of the British National Party’s magazine 
Identity until 2010. 

For followers of the extreme right who are going to 
read it as a novella rather than an example of extremist 
propaganda, Blood in the Square does try to develop 
some literary qualities too. Reviewers of the book from 
within the movement, such as Colin Liddell writing in 
the Occidental Observer, have even commented on a 
level of depth to its characterisation. Whether or not 
this is actually true is less important than the point that, 
for those active within the extreme right, the reception 
of Bean's fictional take on 1960s fascism and anti- 
fascism has been warmly received, seen by some as a 
modern classic of the genre of extreme right fiction. As 
such, its fictionalised history offers another example of 
the extreme right's ‘cultic milieu’. Meanwhile, for those 
unsympathetic to the nationalist cause, the book again 
reads as a simplistic fiction, clearly licensing a racist, if 
not an openly neo-Nazi, politics. 


Ostara Publications and Artkos Media 
Blood in the Square is publicised by Ostara 
Publications, run by Arthur Kemp, another former 


Arthur Kemp, former South African apartheid-era intelligence officer and one-time BNP ideological trainer and website editor 
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central activist and ideologue for the British National 
Party. His newer venture, Ostara Publications, has a 
website which offers a wide range of books, from 
sympathetic histories of Italian Fascism and Hitler's 
Germany, to others on the theme of race and racial 
ideology. Curiously enough, it even has a section for 
‘Young readers and Homeschoolers’. Showing its 
embrace of e-books, a selection of titles is also available 
as Kindle editions. Websites such as this offer another 
example of how the extreme right's ‘cultic milieu’ is 
constructed, as sympathisers with the movement can 
find a wide range of ideological texts on a range of 
issues. 

Other publishers operating in the general territory of 
the extreme right have developed in recent years too. 
Another such site is that of Arktos Media which — at the 
time of writing at least — is offering discounts on many 
of its titles to celebrate its fifth year in operation. Arktos 
is most clearly associated with publishing titles by 
figures of the European New Right, although we can 
find texts by fascists of an earlier generation too. 

These include Francis Parker Yockey's deeply 
antisemitic book Imperium, published immediately after 
the Second World War and which has become a classic, 
pseudo-philosophical work of the post-war extreme 
right. Its version of modern history evokes conspiracy 


theory themes, as well as offering nationalists hope that 
a new era will soon come. For those within the extreme 
right, its philosophical register also helps to evoke a 
sense of finding ‘hidden truth’, though for most people 
these would be better described as unsubstantiated 
antisemitic conspiracy theories. 

Other older authors too are republished by Artkos. 
The writings of figures influential to Nazi politics, such 
as Arthur Moeller van den Bruck, can also be found on 
the website. His classic critique of Germany after the 
end of the First World War, Germany's Third Empire, is 
made available in English, for example. This book was a 
major text of the early Weimar period in Germany, and 
was a sustained attack on liberal democratic ideals that 
also proposed that Germany needed to develop a new 
empire in the wake of the collapse of the German 
Empire in 1918 — an idea that was not lost on the Nazi 
movement. Though van den Bruck did not live to see 
the rise of the Nazis' version of his proposed empire, 
Hitler's Third Reich itself, this was a central text in 
giving credence to the Nazis’ politics. 

Finally, another ideologue of yesteryear worth 
stressing, and again one being promoted to the current 
generation of extreme right activists by Artkos, is a 
figure mentioned earlier: Savitri Devi. Artkos publishes a 
range of her texts, which offer a unique synthesis of 
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Nazi racial ideology and spiritual speculation. Such 
figures are promoted as major thinkers and gurus of the 
twentieth century, shunned by mainstream publishers 
and academia, offering once again ‘hidden truths’ that 
mainstream society does not understand. 


Artkos and books by New Right intellectuals 

As well as republishing these more eclectic voices, 
Artkos has also published a wide range of books by 
figures central to the New Right, including its central 
guru, Alain de Benoist himself. Indeed, showing his 
endorsement of the anti-liberal thinkers mentioned 
above, Benoist provides the Foreword to Artkos's 
reproduction of van den Bruck’s Germany's Third 
Empire. Other books by Benoist available though Artkos 
include his Manifesto for a European Renaissance. This 
central statement from the New Right, first published in 
1999, is now reproduced as a handy pamphlet. Other 
texts by Benoist made available in English via Artkos are 
telling of Benoist's deeply anti-liberal political agenda 
too, such as his critique of legally enshrined freedoms, 
Beyond Human Rights, and his revisionist analysis of 
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the Nazi regime's key legal mind Carl Schmitt, called 
simply Carl Schmitt Today. 

Contrasting with the books published by Frost and 
Bean, these New Right discourses are deeply 
philosophical in style. Again, this feature is one that is 
evocative of the theme of the ‘cultic milieu’: they 
present to trusting readers a sense of connecting with a 
set of deeper truths, and a more ‘complete’ 
understanding of the modern world, when compared to 
the ideas of everyday folk. As well as the more familiar 
figure of Benoist, others of the French New Right are 
also styled as guru figures in books being published by 
Artkos, drawing out the international links being 
developed here. To take an example, the book 
Guillaume Faye and the Battle For Europe offers a 
collection of essays by Guillaume Faye, a leading light in 
the New Right movement from its early days, though 
one who developed an antagonistic relationship with 
Benoist by the 1980s. 

Faye's ideas promote, among other themes, 
opposition to immigration, a spiritual sense of European 
‘tradition’, and pan European unity. All this needs to be 
achieved through a rejection of existing modern ideas 
on politics and the ways society is governed; in other 
words, via some form of anti-liberal, political revolution. 
Faye has also developed a concept called 
Archeofuturism, which proposes the theme that — 
somehow - very ancient forms of human community 
and tradition can be combined with the most modern 
forms of technology, to foster a radically new type of 
society and a new era for humanity. As with others 
linked to the New Right, the subtext here is that 
contemporary society needs to be rejected, and a new 
politics needs to be nurtured, one that will preserve the 
‘traditional’ (or broadly speaking white) identities in 
Europe. Moreover, once unpacked and decoded, such 
themes all seem rather more similar to old style fascism 
that their promoters would have us believe. 

Guillaume Faye and the Battle For Europe has been 
collated by an American figure also sympathetic to the 
New Right's ostensible deeper insights into the 
problems of the modern world, Michael O'Meara. 
When it transfers to an American context, the racist 
underpinnings of the New Right ideology become 
clearer. According to O'Meara, if we do not take heed 
of Faye's messages he foresees a world defined by 
‘ethno-civilizational clashes that will permanently 
compromise Europe's biocultural diversity’. In other 
words, he predicts future wars between races in Europe, 
where white people may lose their dominance in the 
continent. O'Meara's concern with promoting white 
identities is a theme more explicitly developed in his 
own book, Towards The White Republic, also available 
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though the Artkos website. 

Another book available through Artkos showing how 
New Right cultures originating in Europe are being 
transmitted to American contexts is Greg Johnson's 
New Right versus Old Right, published by Counter- 
Currents Publishing Ltd. The book is another that uses 
the philosophical themes found in the European New 
Right to propose the need to create a new White 
Nationalist politics for America. By making these themes 
accessible to an American audience, in English, they 
become available to the British extreme right too. This 
edition of New Right versus Old Right has an 
introduction from Kevin MacDonald, the editor of a US 
website promoting racial politics, The Occidental 
Observer, again underscoring the extremist political 
contexts within which these books are being promoted. 


Artkos and Markus Willinger 

So far in this journey through the extreme right’s ‘cultic 
milieu’ we have seen a wide range of books, from 
histories of British fascism to quasi-philosophical texts 
from New Right authors. Throughout | have also tried 
to draw out the sense that these books offer a very 
mixed set of messages, and show that there is a quite 
diverse range of literature available to followers of the 


extreme right, where underlying themes of racial 
prejudice are manifest in various more and less explicit 
ways. 

A final type of text we can see being published at the 
moment is the manifesto. Here, the Austrian ideologue 
Markus Willinger, one of the central voices of the 
nebulous Generation Identity movement, is worth 
commenting on. Again Artkos is central to giving 
Willinger a voice. It published his first booklet, 
Generation Identity: A Declaration of War Against the 
‘68ers in several languages, and has now also published 
his newest text, A Europe of Nations: A Declaration of 
Independence, again in various translations. As well as 
being made available as a physical copy via the Artkos 
website, the publishers have also put this out as a 
Kindle e-book, available from Amazon for under £4. Its 
striking subtitle echoes the title of Ander Breivik’'s 
manifesto — though it is unclear how intentional this is. 

Like Willinger's previous book, the text is indebted to 
the broad culture that has been developed by the New 
Right movement, though it contrasts with traditional 
New Right voices too. For example, Willinger's text is 
highly polemical, consisting of 32 pithy chapters 
typically of two to three pages. These espouse his ideas 
on themes such as ‘Europe's Christian-Pagan Heritage’, 
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Markus Willinger addresses an Identitarian meeting in Stockholm in summer 2013 


and ‘Against the Decadence of Brussels’. As with his 
previous book, the point is not to develop detailed, 
nuanced positions, but to offer polemical, stark 
statements — with the aim of inspiring action in his 
reader. So in this regard, Willinger does contrast 
strongly with a figure such as Benoist, who promoted 
reflection and ‘metapolitics’; for Willinger, the tenor is 
far more urgent. 

He develops some interesting, timely comments too, 
and the text often engages with current affairs issues — 
a feature obviously lacking in histories and biographies, 
and often missing from the pseudo-philosophies 
discussed so far. To give some examples, the unfolding 
situation in Ukraine is commented upon, as is the push 
for independence by Scottish nationalists. In these sorts 
of brief discussions, Willinger avoids making clear 
whose side he is on, and rather stresses the need for 
authentic Europeans to discover some new kind of 
Europe, one where nations can live harmoniously side- 
by-side. Although woolly, Willinger's arguments also 
develop his own take on typical themes of the extreme 
right — such as railing against the European Union and 
mainstream politicians in general, mass immigration and 
the impact of globalisation, and decrying modern 
society's failure to honour Europe's traditions and 
historic identities. These are all to blame for the woes of 
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the modern age. Moreover, throughout he stresses that 
some form of elemental regeneration of Europe is 
needed to restore balance and harmony to life. 

Indeed, he frames his politics as a battle of existence, 
of the life and death of Europe. This is a theme that 
emerges particularly strongly when talking about race 
and immigration. ‘Europe is in its death throes, but not 
yet dead’, he remarks in Chapter 13, and here also calls 
for a bold, new strategy as the only option to save 
Europe's ‘life’. This theme veers into the following 
statement on the need to stop migration: 

Just as the human body can't accept 
incompatible blood groups, a continent can't 
accept millions of immigrants from an alien 
cultural background. Social conflicts and 
problems don't solve demographic problems, but 
only create further problems. 

The New Right's concern with ‘preserving’ races can 
be clearly read into such statements, a theme that, 
ultimately, seems to points to the idea that Europe is for 
white people only. 

Elsewhere, Willinger decries immigration to Europe in 
this sort of language, styling migration as a force 
destroying the continent's identity. Like others in the 
extreme right, he sees this though a lens of undeclared 
warfare being fought by migrants too. As he puts this 
point: ‘It is a silent, clandestine war. There was no 
formal declaration of war; there are no fronts and no 
great battles’. The ‘cultic milieu’ theme is useful in order 
to make sense of this common idea within the literature 
of the extreme right as well. Willinger offers his more 
credulous reader access to another ‘hidden truth’: that 
politicians in contemporary Europe are allowing warfare 
to rage on the continent while also trying to cover it up; 
the masses of wider society are oblivious to this 
ongoing state of war in Europe, and only the initiated, 
such as Willinger and his readers, can see what is 
‘really’ going on. 


Conclusions 
Broad social movements such as the extreme right need 
to develop a dynamic, and complex, ‘cultic milieu’ in 
order to sustain themselves. Often nowadays we look at 
websites and new media and can find evidence of this is 
such places, but there is a vibrant culture of books being 
developed by the extreme right too. This has hardly 
been a comprehensive survey, and a quick glance at 
relevant websites and blogs reveals a much wider array 
of such texts being made available to followers of the 
movement. Moreover, we can see that the literature 
that potential follower of the extreme right are being 
served up is actually quite diverse, and contrary. 

When we look at some of the rose tinted books 


idealising the previous generations of British fascists, 
such as those documenting the activities of A. K. 
Chesterton and Colin Jordan, we see that these draw 
out some contrasting messages. Steve Frost's biography 
of Jordan praises his open Nazi politics, while other 
histories of this era from the movement, such as The 
History of the League of Empire Loyalists and Candour 
are critical of Jordan's open extremism. John Bean's 
Blood in the Square evoking the extreme right politics 
of the 1960s is also critical of open neo-Nazism. 
Meanwhile, the voluminous outpourings of publishing 
outfits, especially Artkos, reveal the ways a much 
deeper, quasi-philosophical language can be used to 
articulate what are, at bottom, some quite similar 
themes. Also, while the ideas of Benoist and other 
European New Right intellectuals disguise the more 
clearly racial elements of their thinking, the American 
adopters of these ideas, such as Michael O'Meara, are 
far less guarded and clearly talk about themes of White 
Supremacy. Again, such features reveal the diversity of 
positions found within the extreme right's discourses, 
and give its followers much to debate and discuss, as 
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they engage with such books and pamphlets face to 
face, or online. 

Finally, in books such as Willinger's most recent text, 
we find another crucial quality: a call to arms. The fact 
that the book contains up-to-date reference points, such 
as the bid for Scottish independence or the situation in 
Ukraine, is also telling, highlighting the need for this 
material to be relevant to the reader if they are to be 
inspired into action rather than mere reflection, or 
sentimental recollections of an supposedly halcyon past. 

Examining the extreme right's diverse ‘cultic milieu’ 
also reveals the ways the movement has developed of 
late. It is clearly internationally focused, as well as driven 
by a range of identifiable, discrete ideologies. The 
movement has developed online too, though not to the 
detriment of producing lengthier cultural material, such 
as books. Specialist websites for these publishers act as 
online hubs for the movement, and they become akin 
to online reading lists for the dedicated. Moreover, these 
publishers are taking advantage of new developments in 
online self-publishing, such as Amazon's Kindle service, 
to promote such messages. This is a cultic milieu that, 
though highly marginalised, appears to be very much 
‘alive’. 
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By Gerry Gable 


VIOLENT POLISH FASCISTS are 
becoming increasingly active in the 
UK. Members of the English Division 
of National Rebirth of Poland (NOP), 
a Polish Third Positionist fascist party, 
have turned up on at least half the 
far-right extremist actions in Britain 
over the past few months. They have 
also helped organise three Nazi 
paramilitary training camps in the 
West Country, Wales and the Peak 
District. 

They are concentrated mainly in 
London and in Boston, Lincolnshire. 
The latter is home to a higher 
proportion of Eastern European 
immigrants than anywhere else in the 
UK. It is a town where the UK 
Independence Party hopes to do well 
in the general election by creating 
divisions between communities 
through lies, such as the one that 
immigrants take “British jobs". In fact 
unemployment in Boston is very low, 
at less than 2%. 

There are over half a million Polish- 
born people in the UK — and that 
does not include the descendants of 
earlier migrants. The overwhelming 
majority are hardworking and good 
citizens, but there is also a tiny and 
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very active minority of fascists, who 
seem able to carry their flags around 
the streets and join in with British 
fascist events with little attention from 
the authorities, as our photographs on 
these pages show. 

The NOP's English Division is that 
party's most active and hard-core 
group, as our Polish correspondent 
Jacob Fleming explains in detail on 
pages 32-35. Other Polish right- 
wingers active in the UK are affiliated 
to Patriae Fidelis, a fundamentalist 
Catholic group present in various 
parts of Eastern Europe. 

They are based at a church in 
Boston, which can be seen in some 
of the photographs. In London they 
have worshipped at the Wimbledon 
church that was associated with 
Bishop Richard Williamson before 
he was excommunicated by the 
Vatican for the second time in March 
2015 (his 1988 excommunication 
was lifted in 2009). Bishop Williamson 
is a convicted Holocaust denier who 
was expelled from the traditionalist 
Society of St Pius X in 2012. Another 
church frequented by Patriae Fidelis 
in Holloway, north London, is also 
used by fascist supporters of the 


Italian convicted terrorist Roberto 
Fiore. 

The NOP thugs have turned out on 
the annual National Front 
Remembrance Day parades in 
London, and at the failed attempt by 
the English Defence League to march 
into Walthamstow. They joined the 
Nazi pickets outside the Greek 
embassy in support of Golden Dawn's 
killers and took part, in Newcastle 
upon Tyne, in Pegida's first march in 
Britain and the tiny White Man's 
march in the same city. 

Searchlight wishes to extend thanks 
to the Polish anti-fascist comrades in 
their homeland and in Britain who 
have helped identify Polish fascists 
who are active here. 
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internationally Published continuously since 1975 
Searchlight has investigated the far right for over 50 years, exposing what they are doing and thinking, 
so as to thwart their ambitions. Although the BNP is currently not an electoral threat, and the EDL is a 
shadow of its former self, the fascists have not gone away but are developing a twin strategy: trying to 
spread their ideas among wider society by more subtle means, and engaging in paramilitary training using 
specialists from abroad. 


But where the fascists are operating, Searchlight is there to expose them and stop them. As the far right 
move into new operational fields, Searchlight, with its tried and tested methods of gathering and analysing 
intelligence, is needed more than ever before. 


To do this, Searchlight has people operating under cover in nearly 20 hostile groups in the UK and, through 
our colleagues, abroad. Our specialist knowledge means we can get results quickly. That may mean helping 
trade unions by exposing fascists trying to gain union positions, working with campaigning groups to stop 
fascists damaging community cohesion, or passing on information about fascist criminality. 


But this work costs money. Although all our people are volunteers, operating under cover, often in 
dangerous circumstances, involves considerable expenses. Those engaging in armed training and organised 
disruption of society will not hesitate to use violence against anyone trying to stop them. Searchlight needs 
to raise £35,000 a year to safeguard our professional intelligence and analysis work. 


Democracy and freedom are threatened by fascist activity. We can halt the far right before they cause 
serious damage, because we know in advance what they are planning. That has to be better than waiting 
for the state to act, by means that would damage the freedom of all of us. 


Please help us to continue this important work by making a one-off donation, taking out a standing order, 
or adding a donation to your subscription. Please use the form below, or donate online at 
searchlightmagazine.com. 
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World view: Poland view: Poland 


By Jacob Fleming 


National Rebirth of Poland (NOP) is a Polish Third Positionist political party. One of Poland's 
most radical parties, it was active especially in the 1990s and still operates in some parts of 
the country, especially Wroctaw. In recent times, and perhaps surprisingly, the English 
Division of NOP has became the party's most active and hardcore group, which is the reason 
for this article. This study contains material from books about the far right and information 
received from Polish antifascist activists whose names have been changed. 


THE FIRST QUESTION is when NOP 
first came on the scene. NOP claims it 
was formed in 1981 and is the oldest 
nationalist party in Poland. Total 
nonsense, says Grzegorz from 
Warsaw: “I was active during the 
martial law period in Poland and did 
not hear of them. In 1989 maybe, but 
we didn't have any problems with 
them as we had with PWN [Polish 
Nationalist Union] for example. | think 
itis a fairy tale of Gmurczyk [Adam 
Gmurczyk, the NOP's leader]." 

In its early years the NOP consisted 
of two sections: a liberal Warsaw 
group and a radical Silesian one. The 


MY JESTESMY 
GORSI!!! 


pafaclowe odors ania Polski 
www.nop.org.pl 


NOP poster "Fascism? We are worse" 


32 | Searchlight | Spring 2015 


Warsaw section was broadly 
nationalist Christian-Democrat, the 
Silesian one was dominated by Nazi 
skinheads who wanted to fight 
against the so-called international 
Jewish conspiracy, freemasonry and 
racial foreign governments for Slavic 
and Aryan tradition. 

It was in Warsaw where NOP 
committed its first act of violence in 
1989, when a group of Nazi 
skinheads attacked an office of the 
Polish Socialist Party - Democratic 
Revolution on Wspdlna 4 Street. It 
was one of the first fascist attacks 
after the fall of the Communist 
regime. One of the squad was Pawet 
Tarasiewicz of NOP, and the victims 
were socialist and anti-communist 
opposition party members. 

After that, NOP leaders tried to 
cooperate with the right-wing 
opposition and the NOP joined the 
Christian National Union (ZCHN) in 
October 1989 before parting 
company with it again in February 
1990 because of the “populist and 
dermagogic” position of ZCHN against 
Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki 
and his government. After that, NOP 
started anti-German actions in 
Warsaw and other cities together with 
other neo-fascist parties. During 
demonstrations anti-German and 
antisemitic phrases were shouted at 
the same time. 

Splits occurred in that period. The 
NOP's liberal faction decided to leave 


the party and later, leaders of NOP 
excluded Bogdan Koziet, leader of the 
Silesian fraction because of his 
“anarchist and anti-Catholic line" — 
paganism. 

Some former NOP members went 
on to become mainstream politicians, 
including Michat Kaminski, Jacek 
Debski and Piotr Farfat whose careers 
are interesting in themselves. 

The NOP's most legendary action 
took place on 1 May 1990 during the 
Congress of the Right, a major 
conference at the Palace of Culture 
and Science, organised by Real Politics 
Union and its leader, Janusz Korwin- 
Mikke. NOP members had been 
ordered to protect the Congress but 
unfortunately for them a left-wing 
demonstration took place next to the 
building. Riots broke out between the 
armed “guards” and anarchists and 
the police ran away as soon as the 
violence started. 

Two weeks later, the same groups 
rioted in the city centre when NOP 
members and sympathisers attacked 
an anarchist anti-election 
demonstration. 

In 1992, NOP came into contact 
with the International Third Position, 
an informal network of neo-fascist 
parties led by National Front and 
Italian fascists including Roberto Fiore. 
NOP was registered as a political 
party and started building regular 
structures. But they were not 
active on the streets where battles 


between the more radical PWN and 
Polish National Front (PFN) took 
place. 

In 1995 a Warsaw antifascist activist 
was stabbed and the leader of PWN 
was arrested and locked up in a 
psychiatric hospital. The leader of 
PFN, an ally of the Russian nationalist 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovski, left the 
party after his militants killed two 
homeless persons in Legionowo. Both 
parties stayed leaderless and their 
neo-Nazi militants were kicked off the 
streets. 

At that time NOP had been 
concentrating on producing 
publications, but after the fall of PWN 
and PFN some of the neo-Nazis 
started moving into NOP. On 14 April 
1995 a group of students took a vow 
of allegiance to NOP on Plac Trzech 
Krzyzy (Three Crosses Square) in 
Warsaw. 

“The demonstration mobilised 150 
people including 15 young adepts for 
the vow. They were afraid of Radical 
Anti-Fascist Action (RAAF), so the 
police blocked the whole square, even 
calling in anti-terrorist and undercover 
officers to patrol the district. That was 
the only far-right action in the city at 
that time,” says Rafat Pankowski of 
the anti-racist Never Again 
association. 

A year later, NOP staged a march on 
11 November, Poland's national 
independence day, and anti-fascists 
organised a counter demonstration. An 
armed group of anti-fascists set up a 
patrol in the old town, saving the lives 
of two young punk rockers, as well as 
attacking NOP. Both sides used sticks 
and even axes, something that was not 
shown in the TV report at the time. 

The brutality of NOP members 
combined with the passivity of the 
government resulted in several 
incidents. In 1996 in Radomsko, 


NOP demonstration against gay rights 


members 


football hooligans who often attacked 
students from the local high school 
because of their alternative style 
decided to join NOP and start up 
“political” activism. “|! could not 
believe when they said that they have 
created a form of padding to wear 
under their sweaters to protect their 
bodies from knives," says Krzysztof, 
who was in contact with punk rockers 
from Radomsko. . 

The police failed to record any of 
the incidents reported to them. One 
day, locals decided to organise and 
attack the neo-fascists. As a result one 
of the NOP members was stabbed 
and died. Although it was impossible 
to prove who carried out the stabbing 
and which knife was the murder 
weapon, one of the punk rockers was 
imprisoned for 15 years. After that, 
frightened NOP members ceased their 
attacks. 

A bit more dangerous was the NOP 
group active in todz. “This group was 
never bigger than 20 or 30 people, 
but they were interesting,” says Adam 
from todz. “Their leader was Jarostaw 
Rokita, he was then 30 to 35 years 
old. The second person was Jacek 
Walczak, ex MO [Citizens’ Militia] or 
SB [Interior Ministry Security Service] 
officer, there are two stories. He was 
fired because of mental problems and 
became an informer". 
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NOP supporters protest against the sociology professor 
Zygmunt Bauman 


NOP leader Adam Gmurczyk with Ukrainian Svoboda 


NOP leader Adam Gmurczyk meets the convicted 
Italian fascist Roberto Fiore 


The t6dz group was an openly Nazi 
gang that terrorised people who 
walked near their office, attacking the 
offices of the Gypsy organisation, 
painting Nazi symbols in the streets 
and devastating the building in which 
the office was situated. In 1997, an 
NOP member from £6dz, Damian 
Oles, was imprisoned for stabbing a 
15-year-old skate boarder whom he 
accused of raping his girlfriend. 

The £6dz NOP group was 
proscribed personally by Gmurczyk 
following two incidents that were later 
dubbed “anti-NOP provocation”. The 
first was police action against 
Walczak, who was accused of having 
weapons and bombs to blow up a 
synagogue, after a raid by the ABW 
(Internal Security Agency) in May 
1997 revealed a gas pistol and an 
arsenal of fireworks. The second was 
the daubing in 2000 of a swastika and 
the words “Jude raus"” Jew out) and 
“NOP” on the house of Marek 
Edelman, one of the leaders of the 
1943 Warsaw Ghetto uprising. After 
this incident, NOP kicked out all nazis 
from its L6dz group, issued a 
statement and removed from its 
website all information about NOP 
activism that predated the so-called 
provocation. 

In the first decade of the 21st 
century a new far-right grouping grew 
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which formed the League of Polish 
Families and went into government 
with the Law and Justice party and 
Samoobrona. NOP was one of many 
neo-fascist groups active in the 
campaign against the European 
Union and LGBT movement. 

But the NOP still had one strength — 
its international contacts. Gmurczyk 
always enjoyed a good relationship 
with the British fascist leader Nick 
Griffin and Fiore's party, Forza 
Nuova. Many NOP members became 
active in the West when they 
emigrated after Poland joined the 
EU. The NOP supported the 
Holocaust revisionist David Irving and 
in 2011 even contacted the former 
American Ku Klux Klan leader David 
Duke, who then sent greetings to the 
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NOP congress and March of Patriots 
in Wroclaw. 

More controversial in Poland were 
the NOP's meetings with NPD 
members in the 1990s and a 
delegation from the far-right 
Ukrainian Svoboda party in 2011. 
These days NOP supports Right 
Sector and Russian anti-Kremlin 
nationalists. 

Nowadays NOP is strong only in 
Wroctaw. In the late 2000s various far- 
right and nationalist groups formed an 
electoral alliance, out of which was 
formed a new political party, Ruch 
Narodowy (National Movement), on 
11 November 2012. RN is the 
organiser of the big fascist marches on 
11 November in Warsaw, which have 
turned violent in recent years. 
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NOP decided to exploit this wave of 
publicity and stages similar marches in 
Wroctaw, Biatystok and Krakow. NOP 
and RN are bitter opponents because 
RN wants to be the main nationalist 
party in Poland. Before the first 
common march in Warsaw organised 
by National Radical Camp (ONR) and 
All Polish Youth (MW), NOP issued a 
statement saying that they were 
boycotting this march because MW 
cooperates with the police. The 
accusation arises from 2006 when 
MW called the police to remove NOP 
from their homophobic demonstration 
in Warsaw. 

In Biatystok during the 11 
November march in 2013, members 
of NOP made Hitler salutes in front of 
the graves of Second World War 
victims. They claimed to be honouring 
them but were convicted for 
promoting a totalitarian state. The 
judge said this was not the way to 
honour victims of the war, just a 
means of promoting their reputation 
in the neo-fascist movement. Nick 
Griffin was a speaker at the same 
march in Krakow. 

Wroclaw NOP is led by Dawid 
Gaszynski, who is said to be the real 
leader of NOP nationally, although 
Gmurczyk is the official leader. In 
Warsaw the party has rent arrears of 
96,000 zt (£17,000) accumulated over 
a long period. NOP in Wroclaw 
achieved fame because of a racist 
demonstration jointly organised with 
the Nazi-pagan Zadruga in 2007. In 
2011 a judge found them not guilty 
on Nazism charges on the grounds 
that the political theories they 
promoted came from the works of the 
19th century French author Arthur de 
Gobineau. Their slogan “White 
Power, Black Syphilis” was even 
presented as an anti-clerical slogan. 

Wroctaw, a city promoted as liberal 
and tolerant, is in fact a hive of 
activity of neo-Nazis and Nazi football 
hooligans connected with Slask 
Wroctaw. The leader of the hooligans, 
Roman Zielinski, author of the book 
How | fell in love with Hitler, is 
NOP's main ally in the stadium. 
Wroctaw is also where the leader of 
Ruch Narodowy comes from and 
where the leader of ONR lives. 

A group of football hooligans 
connected with ONR tried to 
overthrow Zielinski, attacking NOP 


during a match and displaying a big 
banner with the words “NOP and 
Svoboda, f***ing coalition” on the 
anniversary of the Wolyn genocide of 
1943 (when Ukrainian Nazis tried to 
wipe out the Polish population of 
areas they claimed were Ukrainian). 
But this group lost their position after 
being attacked by the anti-racist 
ultras Biris Norte in Spain after the 
match and losing all the Slask 
Wroctaw banners. 

Both NOP and these football 
hooligans organised the famous 
attack on the sociology professor 
Zygmunt Bauman in Wroctaw. That 
was the time when the whole Polish 
right-wing scene, including Law and 
Justice politicians and journalists 
connected with them, started 
attacking Bauman and defending the 


Wroclaw NOP leader Dawid Gaszynski 


neo-fascists who organised the action. 
The attack itself was not serious but 
because it damaged the image of the 
city and embarrassed the local 
government, it resulted in a 
clampdown on the Wroclaw neo- 
fascists, a new experience for them. 
In concluding, it should be said that 
articles written by Gmurczyk would 
probably result in charges in Western 
Europe but not in Poland. After the 
11 November march in 2012 Nazi 
football hooligans attacked the 
Wagenburg squat beating its 
occupants. Gmurczyk wrote on his 
Facebook page: “Thank you for this, 
do not stop”. Although the Helsinki 
Foundation for Human Rights sent a 
report to the prosecution no action 
has been taken. It is difficult to say 
whether NOP members are personally 


responsible for racist attacks in the 
city. They are rather a small group 
enjoying good relations with Nazi 
skinheads and football hooligans who 
all dislike Ruch Narodowy. 

After the Charlie Hebdo murders, 
Gmurczyk in an article entitled 
“Charlie Hebdo: Bingo!" wrote of 
“some Jewish-liberal illustrators” who 
were killed by Muslims and that the 
only sad thing was that they were 
killed by Muslims not Catholics. 

The London division of NOP is 
active in supporting the Greek fascist 
party Golden Dawn, which issued a 
statement of solidarity with 
“persecuted freedom fighters” from 
Biatystok. But NOP in Poland is 
declining and soon will probably not 
even be able to stand in elections. 

It is possible that NOP is now more a 
London problem than a Polish one 
because the English NOP division 
seems to be the most active NOP 


group. 


Roman Zielinski, leader of a Wroclaw football hooligan 
gang allied with NOP 
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By Devin Burghart 


FOR THE PAST four decades, the 
annual Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC) has been the 
must-attend event of the year for 
movement activists and politicians. 
Since the rise of the Tea Party in 
2009, the annual conference, held 
just outside Washington DC, has 
been plagued by ugly racism and 
repeated incursions by white 
nationalists. 

This year was no exception. 

CPAC 2015 featured white 
nationalists inside and outside the 
halls of the sprawling conference 
centre. While the national spotlight 
focused on the plethora of potential 
Republican candidates for the 2016 
presidential nomination parading 
onto the stage at CPAC, the glue 
binding the rest of the event 
together was an attack on 
multiculturalism, framed as a return 
to the fight against “political 
correctness” and rampant 
Islamophobia. 

To emphasise the elevation of the 
issue, conference organisers 
imported a speaker all the way from 
South East England. 


Nigel Farage at CPAC 2015 


How times have changed. The most 
significant right-wing gathering of 
the year, the Conservative Political 
Action Conference, used to be a 


welcome environment for the Tories. 


Margaret Thatcher's voice 
repeatedly rang through the halls. 
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Nigel Farage addresses a nearly empty room at CPAC 2015 


The American Conservative Union, 
the group hosting CPAC, even 
created a “Baroness Margaret 
Thatcher CPAC Scholarship Fund" 
for attendees. 

At CPAC 2015, however, the 
Tories weren't represented. This 
year, the United Kingdom was 
represented by the far-right, nativist, 
Isamophobic UK Independence 
Party leader Nigel Farage. He was 
given the closing speaker slot on day 
one of the conference. 

Farage opened with an attack on 
the European Union, “I am actually 
against the European project”. He 
claimed he “would not rest" until 
the UK was out of the EU. 

Farage tried to appeal to the Tea 
Partiers in the crowd, declaring 
loudly, “I want my country back!" 


Much like those American Tea 
Partiers, Farage claimed that UKIP 
represents those who have been left 
behind by “corporatism and over- 
regulation” and was applauded 
when he declared that UKIP “stands 
for aspiration”. However, Farage 
took a bit of a shot at the 
Republican Party when he claimed 
that “UKIP crosses the divide of 
class politics”. 

Unable to contain his 
Islamophobia, Farage railed against 
Muslims and attacked 
multiculturalism. “We must defend 
Common Law, not Sharia Law." He 
added, “We must not cower to 
political correctness”. Farage told the 
crowd that they need to “stand and 
defend our Judeo-Christian culture”. 

Farage isn’t the only UKIP leader 


stateside recently. Lord Malcolm 
Pearson was in Washington in 
February to speak at the “Defeat 
Jihad Summit". The event was 
sponsored by the hard-core 
Islamophobic group, the Center for 
Security Policy. Republican politicians 
shared the stage with American 
Isamophobes and European guests, 
including Pearson, Geert Wilders of 
the Dutch Party of Freedom and anti- 
Islam polemicist Lars Hedegaard. 

Nor was Farage the only speaker 
spouting anti-Muslim rhetoric at 
CPAC this year. 


Islamophobia on the rise 


Back inside the halls of CPAC 2015, 
Islamophobia was a dominant theme 
throughout the conference. 

In previous years, the Center for 
Security Policy had been banned 
from participating in the conference. 
This year, they were allowed to be 
an official CPAC sponsor, and had a 
booth in the exhibition hall. 

Anti-Muslim bigotry wasn’t just 
confined to the exhibition hall. 
Earlier on day one, the main stage 
featured an “artist” known as Sabo 
of the racist group Unsavory Agents, 
who wore a “Muhammad is a 
Homo" t-Shirt. 

Third-rate provocateurs were not 
alone in lobbing such incendiary 
comments from the CPAC stage. On 
day two, former Senator Rick 
Santorum, a likely 2016 presidential 


candidate, went full Isamophobe. 
He compared Islam to Nazism — not 
radical Islamic terrorists, not ISIS, 
ALL of Islam. Such comments were 
particularly Ironic coming from 
Santorum, as he recently confessed 
that his father “dressed in brown 
shirt and marched in the streets” in 
Fascist Italy. 

Then there was the CPAC panel 
entitled “America's Security in the 
Age of Jihad", 40 minutes of non- 
stop Islamophobia. Arizona 
cardiologist Zuhdi Jasser, of the 
American Islamic Forum for 
Democracy, opened with the claim 
that “ISIS is the point of the spear of 
political Islam". Jasser demanded 
“we have to counter Islamism”. 
According to Jasser, “political 
correctness,” and apologetics are 
the problem. “We have to stop 
political correctness and the 
victimisation mantras," he declared. 

Jasser was followed by FOX News 
contributor Pete Hegseth of the 
right-wing group, Concerned 
Veterans of America. Hegseth called 
Islam the “Nazism or Communism 
of our time”. He warned of “Islamic 
supremacy" and declared that “the 
only way to defeat an enemy like 
this is to put many, many of them 
into the ground”. Hegseth even 
contended that President Obama 
believes “America is the problem, 
America is the ill” and that “he's 
wilfully ignoring the problem”. 

Of course, Islamophobia wasn't 
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Anti-immigration activist and retired ophthalmologist 
John Tanton 


the only issue at CPAC. Anti- 
immigrant politics was a distant 
second, followed by attacks on 
public education, and guns. 

As if to punctuate the issue of 
whiteness to the overwhelmingly 
white crowd, Tomi Lahren of the 
One America News Network took to 
the microphone to declare, “Unlike 
my friends on the Left, I'm not 
going to apologise for being white”. 
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White nationalists in 
the hall 


Even before CPAC 2015 kicked off, 
the event was already mired in yet 
another controversy over white 
nationalism. 

ProEnglish, the white nationalist- 
led English-only outfit that created 
serious headaches for the 
conference in the past, was once 
again allowed to be an official 
exhibitor at CPAC 2015. 

ProEnglish was created in 1994 by 
the grandfather of the contemporary 
anti-immigrant movement, John 
Tanton, to promote English-only 
legislation. Tanton had to create 
ProEnglish after his racist memos got 
him kicked out of the first English- 
only group he founded. 

In autumn 2011, ProEnglish hired 
Robert Vandervoort to be the 
group's executive director. Before 
going to work for ProEnglish, 
Vandervoort was the organiser of the 
white nationalist group, Chicagoland 
Friends of American Renaissance, 
while he lived in Illinois. 

During that period Vandervoort 
was at the heart of much of the 
white nationalist activity in the 
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region. While he was in charge, 
Chicagoland Friends of American 
Renaissance often held joint 
meetings with the local chapter of 
the Council of Conservative Citizens. 
He also made appearances at white 
nationalist events outside Illinois, for 
instance participating in the 2009 
Preserving Western Civilization 
Conference. 

The Vandervoort problem 
shouldn't be new to CPAC staff. 
After the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights (IREHR) 
raised concerns because of 
Vandervoort's white nationalist 
attachments during CPAC 2012, a 
significant discussion ensued. The 
Kansas City Star and Mother Jones 
were among the publications to take 
note of these events. American 
Spectator, a decidedly conservative 
periodical, weighed in with the 
comment that “if Vandervoort 
indeed organized events for an 
American Renaissance affiliate ... he 
should explicitly and publicly 
renounce his old associates; that is a 
crowd that no one should touch 
with a ten foot pole.” 

Instead of taking that advice, 
Vandervoort tried to bamboozle the 
public by claiming, “! have never 
been a member of any group that has 
advocated hate or violence”. No one 
has accused Vandervoort of 
advocating violence. But the record 
clearly shows that Vandervoort not 
only acted on American Renaissance's 
behalf, but that he shared its white 
nationalist views. Which as American 
Spectator aptly noted, should not be 
touched with a ten-foot pole by 
CPAC, or anyone else. 

CPAC 2013 also had problems 
with white nationalism. On the eve 
of the conference, the group 
responsible for organising CPAC 
chose to feature the work of a 
controversial white nationalist 
professor on its website. The 
American Conservative Union (ACU) 
website featured an article by Dr 
Robert Weissberg, a retired 
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University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign political science 
professor with a second career as a 
white nationalist. Like Vandervoort, 
Weissberg has been active with the 
white nationalist group, American 
Renaissance. 

That same year, the CPAC white 
nationalism problem erupted in the 
middle of the conference, during a 
Tea Party Patriots workshop entitled 
“Trump the Race Card”. White 
nationalists turned the workshop 
into a pro-segregation apologia for 
Slavery. 


National Policy Institute's 
CPAC piggyback 


Last year, the repeated green light 
given to ProEnglish appears to have 
encouraged white nationalists to 
hold their own rump event at the 
same facility during CPAC 2014. The 
National Policy Institute (NPI), a 
white nationalist “think tank" whose 
stated mission is to “elevate the 
consciousness of whites, ensure our 
biological and cultural continuity, 
and protect our civil rights” held an 
“unconference” on the second day 
of CPAC 2014 at a steak house 
inside the convention complex. The 
Unconference featured a special 
guest, Jared Taylor of the other 
white nationalist “think tank", 
American Renaissance (the same 


League of the South white nationalists make their stand on a deserted path 


group for which Robert Vandervoort 
created a Chicago chapter). 

This year, the National Policy 
Institute organised an evening 
gathering called “Beyond 
Conservatism", featuring several 
notable white nationalist speakers 
including: NPI president Richard 
Spencer; Peter Brimelow, founder of 
the white nationalist website VDARE 
(Brimelow spoke at CPAC in 2012); 
and Jared Taylor, founder of the 
white nationalist think-tank 
American Renaissance. Unlike last 
year's get-together, this year's NPI 
event took place about ten miles 
away back in the heart of 
Washington DC at the National 
Press Club. 

Not to be left out, on the final day 
of the conference, a small group of 
about a dozen white nationalists 
from the League of the South 
showed up outside the convention 
hall. The group waved Confederate 
Battle Flags and signs with slogans 
like “Defend our Border, not the 
Ukrainian Border", “No More Wars 
for NeoCon Globalists", “Obama 
hates white people and so does the 
GOP" (Grand Old Party — the 
Republicans) and “Russians are our 
Christian brothers”. With all the 
attention focused inside on 
prospective presidential candidates, 
the League of the South was hardly 
noticed. 


|World view: Italy view: Italy 


THE NORTHERN LEAGUE-CasaPound alliance is now up 
and running. It may lead to some Nazi-fascists entering 
both the Houses of Parliament and the Senate at the 
forthcoming general election. Gradually tested last year 
at gatherings in Northern Italy, the alliance between a 
party known for its xenophobia and racism and the self- 
proclaimed “third millennium fascists" of CasaPound 
was launched in front of tens of thousands of people in 
the glare of huge media coverage at a national rally held 
in Rome's Piazza del Popolo on 28 February. 

A third participant in the event was Fratelli d'Italia 
(Brothers of Italy), a nationalist party steeped in Catholic 
fundamentalism, one of whose leaders is nicknamed 
picchiatore fascista (fascist henchman) and known as a 
violent gay basher. Brothers of Italy was set up in 2012 
from a splinter group disenchanted with Forza Italia 
(Silvio Berlusconi's party) and the remains of Gianfranco 
Fini's Alleanza Nazionale (the former Movimento Sociale 
Italiano, direct descendant of Mussolini's fascists). 

Other right wing movements attended the rally 
alongside representatives of the often derided 
aristocrazia papalina, a category of movers and shakers 
that is far from being insignificant, partly because its 
members are the titled nobility with access to vast 


an 


Salvini, | was waiting for you!" Mussolini's salute on a poster at the Northern League-CasaPound rally in Rome 


By Alfio Bernabei 


financial resources and partly because they act as the 
lynchpin between the military, certain ministries and 
the Vatican State. The failed neo-fascist coup d'état of 
1970 was led by Prince Borghese who was a black-shirt 
under Mussolini. 

The star at the rally was Matteo Salvini, 42, the new 
leader of the Northern League, who is getting more 
airtime than any other politician and does not mind 
posing naked for magazines for the sake of publicity. He 
wants to replace Berlusconi's waning influence on the 
political stage. He aims to give his party a nationwide 
identity appealing equally to central and southern Italy, 
with an eye to winning over Sicily, seen as a region that 
could shift the balance of power at government level. 

Salvini has already made strong gains at local 
elections in Tuscany and in the Emilia-Romagna regions 
that used to be called “the red belt". His credibility 
among nationalists and neo-fascists has increased 
after Marine Le Pen of the French National Front chose 
him as her chief Italian ally. In her video message 
attacking multiculturalism and the “Brussels 
technocrats” read out at the rally she enthused: “Put 
your trust in our friend Salvini!” 

Taking to the stage the deputy leader of CasaPound, 
Simone di Stefano, 
was happy to link the 
“third millennium 
fascists" with such 
high level cross border 
cooperation: “Today 
we see the birth of a 
united front. We have 
a leader, Matteo 
Salvini, and we shall 
march to victory”. 
Some in the crowd 
made the fascist salute 
and chants were heard 
of Duce! Duce! Duce!. 

Gianluca lannone, 
President of 
CasaPound, later 
declared that as far as 
the political 
programme is 
concerned he could 
see “not a word of 
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difference” between himself and Salvini. In essence 
the programme consists of rhetoric about putting 
“Italy first" with a stop to immigration and departure 
from the Eurozone. 

Soon after the rally the Northern League and 
CasaPound held a meeting in Milan hinting at further 
alliances, this time with Russians. This was apparently 
arranged by an Italian lawyer known for his Nazi 
sympathies and the theme was “Russia Crimea. Two 
great opportunities for our industries”. 

The first test at the polls will be the local elections of 
31 May in 1,110 administrations throughout Italy. Before 
Salvini appeared on the scene the Northern League was 
in disastrous decline, down to 4.1% at the 2013 general 
election. But recent opinion polls put the party at about 
15%, which could place it in third position after Partito 
Democratico, currently leading the government 
coalition, and the Five Star Movement of Beppe Grillo. 

CasaPound has never directly taken part in elections 
but this alliance could change everything with some of 
its members shepherded in as joint candidates and 
turned into MPs or Senators. It would be Salvini's thank 
you to an organisation that has about 100 centres 
spread throughout the country and keeps growing. A 
recent study of Italian neo-fascists groups found that 
CasaPound is increasing in popularity with almost the 
same number of “likes” on its Facebook page as 
Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova — about 120,000. 

The same study uncovered a network of organisations 
that had hitherto remained unknown, such as Giovani 
Fascisti Italiani (Young Italian Fascists), Gruppo Fascista 
per la Rinascita dell'Italia (Fascist Group for the Rebirth 
of Italy) and Movimento Tradizionale Romano 
Evola/Pound (Traditional Roman Movement 
Evola/Pound). According to the two researchers, 
Manuela Caiani and Linda Parenti, there are about 100 
neo-fascist or Nazi websites active in Italy. “They 
operate through associations, magazines, small 
publishing houses and the likes," says Caiani, “it's 


Neo fascists burst into the Rome Town Hall while it was in full session and make the Nazi salute 
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difficult to keep track of 
their exact number because 
their websites appear and 
disappear all the time”. 

As in many other 
countries Facebook has 
come under pressure to 
close pages that contain 
openly racist or Nazi 
comments but the problem 
in Italy is doubly difficult to 
address because it is 
sometimes people in a 
position of authority who 
set the bad example. Just recently, following an 
investigation that began in 2013, a government 
commission on Parliamentary immunity has allowed the 
deputy president of the Senate, Roberto Calderoli, to get 
away scot free after he said Cécile Kyenge, the only 
black MP in Italy, reminded him of an orang-utan. 

Kyenge, no longer in her post, was particularly 
shocked at the outcome given that among the 
members of the commission were some left-wing 
Senators of Partito Democratico, her own Party. “! feel 
completely let down,” she said. “If representatives of 
government institutions are free to compare me to an 
orang-utan who can protect anyone from racist insults in 
this country?” 

Examples of leniency towards racists and fascists keep 
cropping up. Nothing has been heard about measures 
taken against the group of young men who a couple of 
months ago burst into the Rome Town Hall in full 
session and made the Nazi salute. And a proper 
explanation has yet to come from the Prime Minister's 
office after a commission decided to award a Medal of 
Honour to Paride Mori, a Nazi-fascist who made his 
name as officer of the “Benito Mussolini Battalion” 
that fought alongside the Waffen-SS, the armed wing 
of the Nazi Party. 


a. Axve Congrés du Front National} 


Matteo Salvini on the platform of the 
Front National's Conference 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A NAZI-FASCIST who fought 
alongside the Waffen-SS has been 
awarded a medal by the Italian 
government. 

The award has shocked antifascist 
organisations, which only heard of 
it after the ceremony had taken 
place. They are demanding an 
explanation from the Prime 
Minister, Matteo Renzi. 


M 


Honoured: Paride Mori 


The decision to honour the Nazi- 
fascist, Paride Mori, “in memory of 
the sacrifice he made for his 
country” was taken by a 
commission working inside Palazzo 
Chigi, the Prime Minister's office. 

The medal was awarded at a 
“Memory Day" ceremony in the 
presence of the President of the 
Lower Chamber of Parliament, 


Laura Boldrini, and the newly 
installed President of the Republic, 
Sergio Mattarella. It was handed to 
the relatives of Mori, by the 
undersecretary of the Presidency 
of the Council of Ministers, 
Graziano Delrio. 

Mori was the captain of a 
Battalion of fascist volunteers 
named after Bruno Mussolini, the 
third son of the dictator. 

The Battalion fought initially 
alongside the Waffen-SS, before it 
joined the army of the Salo 
Republic, the puppet state set up 
by Mussolini under the control of 
Adolf Hitler. The Sald Republic army 
went on fighting alongside the 
Nazis up to the end of the Second 
World War. Mori was active in an 
area under the Reich that is now 
part of Slovenia, where partisans 
supported by SOE agents were 
fighting against the Nazis and the 
Italian fascists who had invaded 
Yugoslavia in 1941. He was killed 
during a clash with Italian partisans 
on 18 February 1944. 

In 2010 Mori's relatives attempted 
to have a street named after him 
in his birthplace, Traversetolo. It 
came to nothing after protests from 
ANPI, the National Association of 
Partisans who fought in the 
Resistance during the war. 

As well as expressing outrage at 
the decision to give public 
recognition of merit to a Nazi-fascist 
who fought for the German Reich, 
ANPI and other Italian antifascist 
organisations are demanding that 
the medal be withdrawn and those 
responsible for the award be asked 
to resign. 
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anxieties aro 


By Cathy Pound 


The academic team who are still 
researching the impact of the 
government's Go Home vans 
initiative of July 2013 and other high 
profile immigration checks and raids 
in public spaces released their 
interim findings at a presentation on 
2 March 2015. The research is being 
funded by the Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC) and is 
being carried out by researchers 
from universities across the UK and 
in conjunction with research partners 
Glasgow Refugee Asylum and 
Migration Network, Migrant Voice, 
Runnymede Trust and Scottish 
Refugee Council. Researchers will 
collaborate with community groups 
in Barking and Dagenham, Bradford, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Ealing & 
Hounslow, and Glasgow. 

As the research was launched 
support was forthcoming from many 
who saw how important this 
thorough and academic approach 
was. Rita Chadha, Chief Executive of 
RAMFEL (Refugee and Migrant 
Forum of East London), said: “In 
areas like Barking and Dagenham, 
where the Go Home vans toured 
this summer and where the local 
authority and councillors were 
reluctant to speak out against what 
some viewed as an act of incitement 
to racial hatred, it is absolutely vital 
that we develop a strong and robust 
evidence base to capture and 
chronicle what local communities 
think about race and immigration 
today." 

The government published its own 
evaluation of “Operation Vaken" 
(the Go Home vans) on 31 October 
2013, which many have criticised for 
being full of inconsistencies. The 
Home Secretary has acknowledged 
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that the campaign was not 
successful in terms of numbers 
coming forward for assistance to 
leave the UK and in this light the 
need was seen to examine in depth 
what the actual impact of this 
government-funded initiative had 
been. 

Dr Hannah Jones, of Warwick 
University, who heads the research 
team, presented the interim findings. 
The main conclusion was that the 
“hardline” campaign had failed to 
achieve its stated aim of providing 
reassurance to the public that the 
government was taking action to 
counter “illegal immigration”. Dr 
Jones explained that not only had 
the campaign failed in terms of 
numbers texting the advertised 
number to make themselves known 
to the authorities, but that, rather 
than provide reassurance, the vans 
and other initiatives had raised 
overall public anxiety around 
immigration. 

Dr Jones continued: “Participants 
in the project's focus groups and 
respondents to its opinion survey 
reported that their concerns about 
irregular migration had risen as a 
consequence of the Home Office 
operation. In addition they were 
most likely to be not willing to 
accept the official assurance that 
‘tough action’ was being taken 
against people with an irregular 
status because of a high level of 
mistrust in what was coming from 
government channels on 
immigration issues.” 

The Go Home vans, which went 
into London boroughs, urged people 
of “insecure legal status” to “go 
home or face arrest”. The vans were 
emblazoned with the question: “In 


the UK illegally?” and displayed the 
Home Office logo to make it clear 
this was a government initiative, not 
a gimmick of an anti-immigrant 
organisation or a far-right political 
party. 

However this had not got through 
to many of the respondents to the 
research, who assumed that the “go 
home" message had indeed come 
from a “far right organisation such 
as the English Defence League or 
the National Front” and had been 
shocked when they were informed 
this was a genuine government- 
backed Home Office initiative, said 
Kirsten Forkett, a researcher on the 
project team. 

The vans also displayed the 
statistic that there had been “106 
arrests last week in your area” and 
provided a number to text for “free 
advice and help with travel 
documents". The vans did produce a 
reaction, but not perhaps the one 
that had been intended. Many 
reacted with disbelief and horror 
that we could have returned to the 
days of Oswald Mosley's call, during 
his 1959 general election campaign 
in Kensington North, for forced 
repatriation of migrants and Enoch 
Powell's calls for voluntary 
repatriation. 

Communities, anti-racist 
organisations and activists all spoke 
out and rallied and campaigned 
against the Go Home vans which 
presented a clear focus for action, 
being so highly visible that not 
mounting some kind of response 
would not have been an option. It 
was important that communities 
spoke out and showed solidarity 
with the migrant communities who 
whether here legally or not were all 


Text HOME to. 78070 | 


ovement 


for free advice 


A Go Home van and the response from the campaign group Liberty 


being impacted by the vans, the 
spot-checks at underground stations 
and workplace raids. Many 
respondents to the research stated 
that they felt the Go Home 
campaign was likely to lead to 
injustices caused by errors by 
Officials in correctly identifying 
immigration status. 

The research team has set up a 
website containing the interim 
findings, the background to the 
Home Office campaign and the 
various community responses to the 
vans and to the increased presence 


of immigration enforcement officers. 


The workplace raids continue and 


the officers still operate from 
vehicles marked very prominently 
“Immigration Enforcement". The full 
findings of the research will be a 
useful resource for anti-racists and 
we can only hope that the Home 
Office and the next government 
take'on board the conclusions to 
inform any plans they may have for 
future publicly-funded 
“propaganda” initiatives. 

“Go Home”: Mapping the 
unfolding controversy of Home 
Office Immigration Campaigns — 
mappingimmigrationcontroversy.com 

The full research team are: Dr 
Hannah Jones, University of 


Warwick; Professor Gargi 
Bhattacharyya, University of East 
London; Dr William Davies, 
University of Warwick; Dr Sukhwant 
Dhaliwal, University of Bedfordshire; 
Dr Kirsten Forkert, Birmingham 

City University; Dr Yasmin 
Gunaratnam, Goldsmiths, 

University of London; Dr Emma 
Jackson, University of Glasgow; 

Dr Roiyah Saltus, University of 
South Wales. 

The Home Office's evaluation of 
Operation Vaken released on 31 
October 2013 is available at 
gov.uk/government/publications/ 
operation-vaken-evaluation-report. 
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Holocaust masa Day 2015 


By Cathy Pound 


THE STUNNING RIVOLI 
BALLROOM, one of the few 
remaining dance halls that retains its 
original interior décor, always makes 
you feel as though you are stepping 
back in time, and so it provided a 
very apt setting for Lewisham 
council's civic ceremony for 
Holocaust Memorial Day. This was 
the 70th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Auschwitz death 
camp, and the theme was “Keep 
the memory alive”, in recognition of 
the diminishing number of people 
able to recount their own living 
testaments of their suffering under 
the Nazis. 

The police outside the venue were 
a reminder that, despite their 
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reassurance that they had no 
intelligence of any direct threat to 
the event, the Jewish community 
faces heightened risk and antisemitic 
incidents, including violent attacks, 
are at record levels. 

We were allowed to enter the 
main ballroom in groups of 10 or 
12. We were met by a man in Nazi 
uniform who ordered us to follow 
him and repeatedly barked schnell 
(quickly) at us to move us along and 
make sure we were under no 
illusions that we should “hurry” if 
he ordered us to. We came to a 
door and were led into one of the 
side rooms where we saw the bar 
booths with their red velvet seats 
used to very clever effect, as the 


KEEP THE MEMORY ALIVE 


seating on a train, where children 
aged about 10 and under were 
sitting each with a small suitcase or 
bag chattering row upon row and 
speaking out one by one to say: “| 
don't want to go” and “Where are 
we going?". 

Coming out of the side room we 
were led to our seats on which each 
had a brown luggage label and a 
yellow star. The luggage tags were a 
reference to the labels attached to 
the children who had arrived in the 
UK on the Kindertransport, which 
bore the words “British Committee 
Child Transport" to identify them as 
part of the transport to safety. The 
yellow stars each had on the reverse 
the name of a person who had died 


in a concentration camp with their 
date of death where it was known. 

The entry to the event had 
certainly moved all of the 
audience and it was hard to 
hold back the tears as one held 
the simple yellow star and 
focussed on just this one 
death, this one terrible and 
pointless loss, and 
then allowed oneself 
to think of the many 
millions more of these single 
deaths during the programme 
of extermination of the Jewish 
people and the attempt to 
eradicate so many other groups 
also, including people with 
disabilities, Roma, Sinti, gay people, 
trade unionists and political 
opponents. 

Small Nose Production Company 
had worked alongside a number of 
the schools across Lewisham and 
had created the event in the style of 
theatre that they attributed to 
Bertolt Brecht, who had fled 
Germany when Hitler came to 
power and because of this was able 
to express his opposition to fascism 
through his work. The production 
was truly ambitious and successfully 
carried out with each school reading 
poetry, singing and acting scenes 
from throughout the Nazi period, 
such as a piece entitled “Hitler is to 
invade Denmark — the people face a 
dilemma. Where can we hide the 
Jewish people?" 

The scenes were interspersed with 
renditions from Reverend Cantor 
David Rome and the Cantorial 
Choir, and an original piece for 
violin created for this event by Sarah 
Harrison entitled From Vienna to 
Wigan. The children were moved in 
turn, in hearing a Holocaust survivor 
recount her story. As Lewisham had 
been one of 70 local authorities 
across the UK chosen to host one of 
the 70 specially designed candles, 
the event ended with the candle 
being lit and the audience once 
more had some moments of very 
quiet and deep-felt contemplation 
at the loss of life on such a scale 
and at human resilience. 
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By Cathy Pound 


igrant culture 


‘On International Migrants Day, let us reaffirm our commitment to shape diverse 
and open societies that provide opportunities and lives of dignity for all migrants.’ 


— UN General-Secretary Ban Ki-moon's message for International Migrants Day, 18 December 2014 


THE UN HAS NUMEROUS national observances. Well 
known here in the UK is the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 21 March, which 
was marked again this year with rallies in London, Cardiff 
and Glasgow. The day opens the International Week of 
Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Racism and 
Racial Discrimination from 21 — 27 March. 

On 18 December 1990 the UN General Assembly 
adopted the International Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families. In 2000, in recognition of the rising 
number of migrants across the world and the need for 
their rights to be protected and upheld, the UN 
proclaimed 18 December as International Migrants Day. 

In October 2013 at the High-level Dialogue on 
International Migration and Development, member states 
adopted a Declaration which made clear that migrants 
contributed and were key to development, and 
recognised that there were challenges that member 
states were urged to address to ensure safety for 
migrants. The Declaration highlighted the need to 
promote international labour standards to reduce the 
exploitation of migrant workers that has led to much of 
the hostility facing these workers. The Declaration 
crucially identifies that member states need to improve 
the public perception of migrants and migration, and 
take action to reduce intolerance and manifestations of 
racism toward migrants. 

The report of the High Level Dialogue stated the aim 
should be to “make migration work for all", for migrants, 
the societies of origin and societies of destination alike. 

2015 sees the start of the UN International Decade for 
People of African Descent (2015-2024) and we will see 
what this observance will achieve in the coming ten 
years. The observances in themselves may be symbolic 
but they act as a means of holding up an ideal, a joint 
recognition across member states of what they wish to 
aspire to and what they believe: something that can be 
used in member states to hold our governments to 
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account, if they have signed up to these Declarations. 

One event marking International Migrants Day on 18 
December 2014 was a joint event organised by Migrant 
Voice London Network with the Westminster University 
Migrant Network Group and the Migrants’ Rights 
Network. In the elegant University of Westminster, 
Regent Street Campus, two minutes from the bustle of 
Oxford Circus a week before Christmas, people gathered 
from across London to take part in this event which was 
bustling, uplifting and most of all just really good fun. 

As one of Migrant Voice's key aims is to present a 
positive narrative regarding migrants, the event was truly 
a celebration of the culture in particular of migrants in 
London. Food, music, dance and poetry were the order 
of the day. There were stalls from migrant groups which 
provided a great networking opportunity as people 
crowded around to hear more about the Migrant 
Resource Centre, Brighter Futures (Praxis Community 
Projects), Migrants Contribute, Migrants’ Rights 
Network, Detention Action and Art Represent. 

In another hall ran a film festival showing Migrant 
Voice's films The Faces of Our Cities — Stories of 
migration: Past and Present (2013) and Yurik (2010). We 
had all eaten and chatted and shared stories and as soon 
as the sound system was sorted we were treated to a 
truly moving live dance performance of Iranian traditional 
rice farming dance. The evening was not yet over and we 
heard about the history and background to the songs 
and music performed by Turkish music group Nefes 
Ensemble with some getting to their feet to dance along. 

Don Flynn, Director of Migrants’ Right Network, stated 
in a press release for International Migrants Day: 

“Over the past decade and a half we have come to 
realise just how the forces of globalisation have forged a 
new age of international movement, with people being 
impelled across borders to service the needs of markets 
and planet-wide commerce. 

“Migration helps to drive development across the 
world's emerging economies, from the regions of south 
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mion people living outside 
their country of birth, including myself. 


—BAN KI-MOON #lAmAMigrant 
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and east Asia, through Africa and into Latin America. In 
the developed industrial nations it has established a ‘new 
normal’ for the movement of people, with migrant 
populations making up between 10% and 15% of the 
population across most countries. 

“In the case of the UK studies have shown that 
migrants are net contributors to the wellbeing of society, 
giving more through the value of their labour and tax 
payments than they receive in services. 

“But for many newly-arrived migrants the situation 


International Migrants Day in London 


remains challenging. The coalition government has 
signalled its intention through legislation to create a 
‘hostile environment’ which is intended to convey the 
message that they are here on sufferance and rights to 
remain might be withdrawn at any time.” 

The challenge to counter the anti-migrant rhetoric is no 
small one. Facts, such as those outlined in SERTUC's 
excellent Truth, lies and migrants may be rejected by 
those with a powerful emotional attachment to their 
anti-immigrant views. We also need to address the 
human instinct to be fearful of “other” and continue to 
find ways of bringing people together to experience our 
common humanity and to simply “get to know each 
other”. That is where initiatives such as International 
Migrants Day have their power. If every local authority 
and all schools marked the day it would provide an 
annual opportunity to break down barriers and build 
bridges between communities for the benefit of all. 

Important work is also being done by many of the 
trade unions to unionise the migrant workforce. Bringing 
migrant workers into trade unions not only provides 
protection to the migrant workers themselves but also 
brings migrant and non-migrant workers together in their 
common struggle for decent pay and working conditions, 
which one hopes will in time reduce the antagonism to 
migrant labour. The challenge of reducing or ending the 
exploitation of the migrant workforce is no small one in a 
climate where non-migrant workers are still struggling for 
decent wages and work conditions themselves, but 
bringing both sets of workers together to fight that battle 
with employers can only strengthen each other's fight. As 
we know from the trade union movement, in unity there 
is strength. 
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A SERTUC Race Relations Committee event: Friday 6 March 2015, TUC 
Congress House 


Supported by SERTUC Women's Rights Committee, celebrating International 


Women's Day 


By Cathy Pound 


BEING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY of 
Claudia Jones's birth, this year has 
seen an explosion of events 
commemorating her alongside the 
usual memorial lectures. Congress 
House filled up with trade unionists 
and others all keen to be there to 
hear about the woman they already 
admired, or had known personally, as 
well as a few learning about Claudia 
for the first time. As we arrived the 
familiar and uplifting sound of steel 
drums greeted us, courtesy of three 
young women from the Pan Nation 
Steel Orchestra. It reminded us all of 
Claudia's best known legacy: the 
Notting Hill Carnival. By the end of 
the evening we would all know 
much more about her other amazing 
achievements in the USA as well as 
in the UK in her short but very full 
and active life. 

Betty Joseph, the National Union 
of Teachers (NUT) representative to 
SERTUC Race Relations Committee, 
welcomed us all and spoke of her 
work as a primary school teacher, 
and the importance of Claudia as a 
“towering political figure”. Joe 
Walsh, the committee's vice-chair, 
and Carolyn Simpson, chair of 
SERTUC Women's Rights Committee, 
also greeted the audience, again 
speaking of her as a “political giant” 
and an “important historical figure”. 

Each speaker, in turn, took us 
through Claudia's life, Pat Davis, the 
UNITE representative to SERTUC 
Race Relations Committee, spoke of 
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Claudia's early years, her birth in 
Trinidad and the family move to the 
USA in search of a better life, 
although the American dream she 
was to find out was not for her and 
her family. Living in Harlem, New 
York, she witnessed abject poverty 
and this convinced her that poverty 
was an issue of class and race. She 
also realised gender was another 
indicator of disadvantage and 
oppression. 

Pat very movingly read Claudia’s 
own words and noted that although 
she experienced racist bullying at 
school she had still flourished and 
made friends across the race divide. 
This also informed her later activism 
which was founded upon her belief 
that the struggle against oppression 
and racism was the struggle of black 
and white. Claudia's message was 
always to point out to people their 
common oppression in order to unify 
and galvanise people not only to 
fight their own battles but also to 
show solidarity with struggle 
internationally. Pat spoke of Claudia 
joining the Communist Party and the 
Young Communist League and of her 
early venture into journalism with a 
weekly column entitled “Claudia's 
Comments" in a Harlem journal with 
a circulation of about 5,000. 

Professor Mary Davis, the well- 
known labour movement historian, 
elaborated on Claudia’s early political 
life in the USA. Mary said she was 
proud to be speaking this evening 


about Claudia whom she has “long 
admired". Professor Davis 
emphasised that Claudia Jones was a 
communist, an anti-racist and a 
feminist. She outlined Claudia's 
political beliefs that were, she said, as 
have others, way ahead of her time 
in her recognition of class, race and 
gender and her understanding of 
what she described as being doubly 
oppressed as working class and a 
woman and triply oppressed as a 
working class woman of colour. 
Claudia challenged the left and the 
Communist Party in relation to what 
she saw as ideas driven by “male 
supremacy”. Claudia was imprisoned 
many times in the USA for her 
political activism, in one instance for 
her address to an International 
Women's Day event. She 
campaigned on wage rates and 
working conditions as well as 
fighting racial discrimination. 

It is pitiful that many speakers 
reiterated that we are still fighting 
today the same battles on pay for 
women and black workers, 
discrimination, and against racist 
violence. 

Professor Davis was followed by 
Marika Sherwood, historian and 
author of one of the few books 
about Claudia, Claudia Jones: A Life 
in Exile, who told us about Claudia's 
years in the UK, following her 
deportation from the USA because of 
her political activism and Communist 
Party membership. Claudia suffered 
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Speakers at the celebratory event at Congress House 


ill-health for much of her life because 
of damage to her lungs from the 
tuberculosis she suffered as a child 
living in poverty in Harlem, and a 
heart condition that she developed 
under the very harsh conditions of 
her imprisonment, which was never 
treated. Despite having arrived in the 
UK pretty much destitute and with 
frequent illness and hospital 
admissions, Claudia set about 
organising, and her best tool for 
organising would be the first black 
newspaper in the UK, the West 
Indian Gazette, which she founded 
in 1958. 

Claudia organised many marches 
and rallies, many the first of their 
kind on the scale that she achieved. 
Claudia brought people together, as 
already stated, and highlighted that 
they were all — West Indians, 
Africans and Indian populations in 
the UK — facing the same problems. 
Local activism may have existed in 
some areas but Claudia travelled and 
through the West /ndian Gazette 
was able to operate on a national 
and even international level, 
highlighting the struggles in the USA 
and Africa. 

One early campaign was in 
response to the lynching of Kelso 
Cochrane in 1959. Alongside the 
political mobilisation Claudia 
demonstrated her great humanity as 


she raised money to send to Kelso's 
mother in Antigua, who had lost not 
only a son but also the income he 
had sent her each payday. Another 
of her major campaigns was against 
the 1962 Immigration Act, and again 
it was noted that we could do with 
some of Claudia's organising and 
mobilising skills now in addressing 
today's political discourse on 
immigration. 

The last speaker was Alex Pascall, 
He raised all our spirits with his 
dedication to Claudia, breaking into 
poetry and song as he commanded 
the stage with such ease. Betty had 
introduced Alex as the voice we had 
all heard on Radio London's Black 
Londoners broadcasts which had 
started in 1974 and run for 14 years. 


Alex Pascall had been a singer and 
performer, and was a key supporter 
and later chair of the committee of 
the Notting Hill Carnival and author 
of “We Ting” Notting Hill Carnival. 
Alex had known Claudia well and 
noted how, although he should be 
“beaming with happiness" to be 
here to speak about and pay tribute 
to her, he felt a sadness also that 
Claudia had died alone, sitting in a 
chair, on a Christmas morning in 
1964. 

Alex recounted how he had 
become a trade unionist through his 
uncle in Grenada before coming to 
the UK and how crucial education is 
and that starving someone of 
education is like “taking water from 
them”. Alex outlined Claudia's attack 
on capitalism and said in his eyes 
“capitalism is racism". He called for 
us to take the life force that left 
Claudia as such a young age and to 
use it to fuel our activism. A legacy 
needs to be handed down to our 
children and a call to have Claudia 
Jones included in the school 
curriculum was made. 

Rousing applause for all the 
speakers was followed by Laurie 
Heselden, SERTUC Regional Policy 
and Campaigns Officer, informing us 
that we could see a screening of a 
film about Claudia at Congress 
House as part of the Black Workers 
Conference on 17 April 2015 and 
reminding us all to participate and 
encourage others to participate in 
the UN International Anti-Racism 
march on 21 March. 

Claudia Jones 15 February 1915 to 
24 December 1964 


sme am ms Sa ae ill aaa 


Claudia Jones featured on a special postage stamp in October 2008 
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3,000 anti-fascists run 350 Nazis off the streets of 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


Nazi gluttons for punishment return to Newcastle 
under the banner of "White Man March" with even 
fewer followers, this time confronted by both anti- 
fascist activists and the police, who made short shrift of 
removing them from the city 
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An unhappy bunch of Pegida supporters, unwelcome 
in Newcastle 
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... and they certainly did 
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AS SEARCHLIGHT FORECAST, the English Defence League did not roll over and die 
after its street leader Stephen Lennon quit, and we warned of the splintering of the 
organisation. So anti-fascists have faced a variety of small but violent far-right 


groups on the streets. 


Added to this are the aggressive tactics of Britain First, which the authorities have 
countered to only a minimal extent, and the advent of the anti-lslam Pegida, a 
German group whose name means Patriotic Europeans against Islamisation of the 
West. Struggling to survive in Germany, Pegida chanced their arm in the worst 
possible location in the UK for them, Newcastle upon Tyne, which has a terrific 
record of seeing off fascists. Their visit to London turned out no better for them. 

As well as opposing the far right, Searchlight recently joined other anti-fascists at 
the Unite Against Fascism conference on 21 February and took part in the UN Anti- 


Racism Day demonstration on 21 March. 


So here out of the thousands of photos that come to us, we have selected a small 
sample from some of the main events for anti-fascists of the past few months. 


Pegida having flopped in Newcastle and across the Atlantic in Montreal, Canada, where they had to abandon their 
planned protest, turned up in Downing Street in April with a mere 40-odd political misfits 


FASS 
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London's anti-fascist response to Pegida's attempt to demonstrate 
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Last November the English Defence League returned to their birthplace, Luton, in much reduced numbers and as 
always outnumbered by anti-fascists 
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As the people of Greece elected an anti-austerity 
government, that message was spreading across 
Europe 
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The fascist demonstration outside the annual Unite 
Against Fascism conference at TUC Congress House on 
21 February was a real show of disunity. Three 
separate groups of Nazis, the EDL, Britain First and a 
rag-tag bunch of others, turned up separately and 


stood apart. The police shuffled them away before the A packed UAF conference heard a broad platform of 
conference ended speakers. Searchlight ran a workshop at which we 
launched a short video on the activities of Nazi 
paramilitaries in the UK 


He who lives by the sword: Tony Martin (with black 
eye and injured wrist), British Nazism's roving 
photographer, generally sets up anti-fascist 
photographers for physical attack but, seen here 
outside the UAF conference, appears to have received —E 

a dose of his own medicine. Partly visible on the right is Christine Buchholz, MP for Die Linke in Germany, 
John Wood from Croydon, one-time activist makes an informative and thrilling contribution to the 
companion of David Copeland, the London bomber conference 


VD UP TO RA 


Weyman Bennett and Sabby Dhalu, joint secretaries of 
Unite Against Fascism, lead thousands of marchers from 
BBC Broadcasting House to Trafalgar Square on UN Anti- 
Racism Day, alongside activists from ethnic communities, 
trade unionists and MPs. The United Nations established 
21 March as the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination in commemoration of the 
Sharpeville massacre, when police opened fire and killed 
69 people at a peaceful demonstration in Sharpeville, 
South Africa, against the apartheid "pass laws" in 1960 
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Anti-fascists secure the square waiting for the arrival of 
the march 


Britain First and its leader, Paul Golding (centre behind 
banner), sully the statue of Eros, the god of love, with 
a tirade of racist abuse as the mass march passes by. 
They must have been very disappointed because the 
hundreds of racist stickers they placed along the march 
route were all removed before the marchers appeared 
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UKIP is a racist, far right 
party that Loves the rich — 
make sure you use your vote 
to stop them! 


Register to vote by 20 April: 
www.gou.uk/register-to-vote 


